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A  piece of  advice  I  came   across   some  time  ago   is  this;  “Whenever   angels  speak  in the   Bible,  it’s   time  to  listen  carefully.   I’m  not an  angel,   and,  It  is important  for  us  all to  listen  carefully especially  at  this  time   of   year.    There  are a  lot  of  angels   appearing  on the  scene.    

And   with  the   angels  there  are also a   large   number  of  prophecies  that  are   being  brought   forward  from  ancient   times,  by   Mathew and   Luke.  Especially   Matthew.   And   their   function    is    to   provide  meaning.

“An  angel of  the  Lord   appeared   to  Joseph  in a  dream and  said,  ‘Joseph, son of   David, do not  be  afraid  to take  Mary as  your   wife,  for the child  conceived in   her is from the  Holy  Spirit.  She   will bear a  son, and you are to name him  Jesus…’     and,    Matthew  continues,  “ All this   took  place  to  fulfill  what  had  been  spoken by the  Lord through the  prophet:  “The   virgin  shall conceive  and  bear a  son and they shall name him   Emmanuel,  which    means   “God is  with   us”.

In   Matthews   Christmas  story,   which is  like  an  overture  to  the  rest of his   Gospel,    there  are a    number  of    angelic  messages  that  move   his  story  along.  

Interlaced   among  the experiences  these   angelic   directions foster,  there  are     prophecies  from  the   Old  Testament   that   Matthew  brings   forward  to   give  meaning   to  the  birth    of   Jesus and  the   events  that   surrounded   it.   All  of   these   texts  from the   Old  testament    that   Matthew  puts in his  story,   are  not  used  primarily  to  prove   anything,  but   they  are  intended to  explain  a great  deal.  

What  we  have  here  is  Matthew’s   report    of  what  it   meant   for   the   people  of  his  community  of  faith   to   have a    relationship  with   the  risen   Jesus.  

Let’s  take a   look  at   three  of   these  as  we  stand  at  the   threshold   of  Christmas.  And  the   question in the  background is,  what  might  all  this  mean to us   today?

The  first is   Mary’s  conception:  This  is  our   lesson for   today.   An  angel   announces  to  Joseph  that  Mary  will  conceive a   Son by the   Holy   Spirit ,  and  this is  to  fulfill  what   the    prophet  said;   “ The   virgin  shall conceive  and  bear a  son and  they shall name him   Emmanuel,  which  means  God   is with us.”

Matthew’s use  of   Isaiah  7:14  in his  story  puts   more   emphasis on the   naming of   Jesus  -   Emmanuel  -  than   on how  the    conception  took  place.   Matthew   uses  this   Emmanuel   theme in  his   Christmas  story  and also at the  end of  his   Gospel.    The  last  words of his  gospel  which are also the  last words of the   risen  Jesus  to his   followers, are  “I am  with   you always,   to the  end of the  age.”  The  one   who is  born   Emmanuel  is now  the one  who says  I am with  you  always.  
This is   how  Jesus   fulfills    God’s  promise  and   the    yearning  of  God’s people for    Emmanuel,  for  the   abiding  presence of   God.

The  second  prophecy   I  want  to   look at  is  the  one  Mathew   reports  being  spoken  by  the   scribes in  the   court  of   King   Herod,  when Herod   asks   where   Jesus   will be   born.   Their  answer is:  in  Bethlehem  of  Judea,  for so it has  been written by the prophet:  And you   Bethlehem  in the land of   Judah  are by no means least  among the  rulers of  Judah  for  from you shall come a  ruler who is to  shepherd  my people  Israel.

These  words  are   mostly  from  the  prophet   Micah  with a  small portion  of   2 Samuel  added.  The   ideal   king   who  will come  from   Bethlehem,   will ,  I  quote   Micah   further,   Stand  and  feed his  flock   in  the  strength  and   majesty  of  God and  the   people shall   live   secure for  their   king shall be one  of   peace.  The   king  from   Bethlehem  will function   like a   shepherd and   be a   king  of   peace.   

Jesus,  then,    is  the   true  “King  of the   Jews “Who  is to  shepherd  God’s   people   Israel”  and  be a  king  of   peace.  Not   peace  through  violence  and    warfare and   victory and   domination,   but  peace  through    justice   that  distributes   God’s  abundance    evenly  to   all  the  members of   God’s  family,  world  wide.  No   exceptions

The  third is the flight   to   Egypt  and   the   return  from   Egypt.  Joseph  and  his family  fled to  Egypt  on the  advise of an  angel.  To   escape     Herod’s  plot   to  kill  Jesus.  After   Herod  dies   the   family  returns.   This ,  says   Matthew,   was to  fulfill what had  been spoken by the Lord through the  Prophet,  Out  of  Egypt I have  called  my  son.    (Hosea  11:  1 ff )

Here  Jesus  is   affirmed as   God’s   son , and  identified  as   the  one  who   re – lived  the    Exodus  in his   life.  He   created   communities   wherever  he  went.  And he  delivered  people   from   all  those  things  that   bound  them,  crippled  them,   distorted  their  lives and   diminished   them.    He  offered   freedom   for    life   lived   fully by  all.  No   exceptions 

So  Jesus is  the   fulfillment  of  all  the   traditions  of  the   Old  Testament.  The   Law    the  Prophets,  and    the    Mystical traditions.   He is not  their  replacement.  According  to  Matthew  and  the  rest of the  New   Testament he  is  the   completion of  them  all.  “He is  their   crystallization  their  expression in an   embodied  life.    He   decisively   reveals  and  incarnates  the  passion  of  God   the  promises   of  God and the hope  of  God’s  and  God’s  people  for a  very  different  kind of  world  from the   world  we  know.  

If  we  put  what   we  have, so far,  together   what  do  we   have?    What  God  promises and    what  we   yearn  for  is  the   abiding  presence of   God.   Remember  the   relationship   or  relationships   in  which  you  have   felt  the  closest  to  that  other   person or  maybe an  animal.    You  were  known   as  completely as  possible   and    you  knew the other as  well,   and   were   loved  deeply  and  passionately.    God  is    moreso   in  all   categories.  God  is  with  us  in the  most  intimate of  ways  that   one  can  imagine.  

According  to a   monk  friend  of mine,  Jesus  was  not   God in a   man  suit.  God  is  known most  fully and     completely  and   gloriously  as a   vulnerable  human  being.    

Your   uniqueness and  specialness  as  a  human   being  comes  directly out of your  relationship  with   the  God  who is  closer to   you   in the  flesh,  than any other creature  of  flesh and  blood.

God   manages  the   world,  and  this  community  and    you and  me like  a  shepherd.   God as  shepherd  is   seeker,  searcher, rescuer of  the  strayed, and  the   abandoned  and  the   rejected  sheep.  God   never  gives us   up for  lost.    God   girds up  his  loins  wades  into the  thorns,  ignoring  the  blood on  his  legs   daring the  sharp  rocks and the snakes  concealed in the   crevices.    God   suffers  what    God  must  to  accomplish  what    God  wills   which is  to rescue  those who  have   been  discarded  or  cast   off.

And  God is  on a  journey.  Out  of  Egypt, Out of slavery,   Out  of  bondage.  Out  of  poverty.  Out  of  illness.  Out  of   despair.   Out  of    loneliness.  (  The   following   description  of   God  is  one  I  have   adapted  from a    poem  by   William   Countryman    from  his    book   Lovesongs and  Reproaches.  )    ‘God is on a   journey.   God  cannot  be   anchored to one  spot.  Neither   book  nor  altar, neither  shrine nor  rite  nor  icon.  

We   might   decide  that  we can  stay  at   home.  That  reading  the   map  is  as  good   as  the   journey.   But    not   God.   Jesus   was  an  itinerant.  God  is    homeless.     God   leads  and  waits and  leads  again  till  we  enter the   country  of   our  Joy  watered  by  streams  of  life, planted with   trees  of  healing and  delight. ‘

To   experience   Jesus  through   these   angelic   announcements  and  prophetic    explanations,    is  to   experience  him  as   the   anointed  one  of   God,  the   decisive   disclosure  of   God.   --  of   what  can be  seen  of  God  in a   human  life.  


God’s  reality  is   brought  to  life  for  us  in  the  flesh,  the   person  of  Jesus.  And God’s  reality is   brought  to life  in the   flesh  of   your    life  and    mine.  We  are   most  completely   real,    genuine, and   wholly  ourselves   when  we  allow  ourselves  to  be  touched in  the    flesh  by  that  same   spirit of   God  that  conceived   Jesus.   That  same   Spirit  of  God  was a  part  of   your   conception and  your    birth  and is an  ongoing   part  of   your   life   now.



As   John   Coburn,   former   bishop  of   Mass.,  says,   “We are  responsible  only  to  that   spirit.  That is   God’s  spirit.    For  us   to live  our lives  in any  other  way  is  to   prostitute   ourselves,  adulterate ourselves,   make ourselves  less  than   we  are.”    That’s  why   Jesus  was   born.  That’s   why   we  celebrate   his   birth.    As  the   fourth  candle  of  our   Advent   wreath   burns   brightly,  I  wish   for  you  and  me  and   the  whole  world.            Feliz  Navidad    
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