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This   parable    appears  in  Matthew  and  also in   The   Gospel  of  Thomas.    So  it  was   circulating    through  the   little    communities of   Jesus    followers  during  that   time   following    his  resurrection  and   before  the   written   gospels were  produced,  around a  generation later.  

The   parable   itself   may have  come  from  Jesus.  We  can’t be  sure.  It  does   seem  that  the   allegory   that   follows  is likely more a  construction  of  Matthew’s   than  Jesus.

It    expresses  the  concern of  a   small   growing  community   attempting   to   define  itself    over  against  a   violent and   corrupt   world.    For   Matthew    it   expresses,  also, his  concern  for  the   mixed  state  of  the   community  he  writes  for.  It  is made up not only  of   loyal and  faithtful  people,   “good   people”   but  also  people  who  were   less  than  faithful and  loyal,   “bad  people”.      It is    his   attempt   to  understand   how    this  could  happen  and   then    what  to  do  about  it.  

The   first   part   would  seem  to    emphasis   patience.  Let   the    good  ones and  the  bad  ones  co- exist.   In the  second   part  Matthew   seems  to  be   assuring  himself  and   others   that   there   will be a  day  of   reckoning.   “At  the   end  of  the   age  all   evil  doers and   the  causes  of   sin   will be   collected  and  thrown  into the   furnace of   fire  where  there  will be  weeping and  gnashing  of  teeth  and the righteous   will shine like the   sun in the  kingdom  of  their    Father.”

 Now,   that    way  of   thinking  is not  characteristic   of    Jesus.   So  what   are  we   to  do   with   this   parable?     Let’s   take a   walk  through  the   field.

Is  it  suggesting   that   the   church  is  where  we ought to find  all the   good   people  and  the   world  is  where  we ought to find  all the   bad   people.     Maybe,  but   that’s   not how  it   is  .  Is  it   suggesting  that  the  church   stay  engaged  with  the   world,  that  the   church    continue  its  life  in the  world  so  that  the   good  ones in the   church  are   living    with and  alongside  of  the    bad  ones  of the   world.    That  sounds  like a   good   idea.

Is  it  saying  that  the  church   contains   both   good   people  and   bad   people and   that  they  ought  to  stay   engaged   with one  another.   Eat and  drink  together   pray  together,  alongside  one  another.    That    sounds  like  a    good   idea   too.

Is  there   the   suggestion  here   that   we  ought  to   put  off   judgment   lest  in our   haste   we   make    some   grievous   errors  about   who  is   good  and   who  is  bad.  After  all some   weeds   look a  lot like    wheat.  

But   what  about  the   end?   That’s a  trick   question.    The  end  of  the  parable   or  the   end  of  the   world?     Or   both??

The   parable  says   that  at  the  time  of  harvest    the   weeds  are  all  gathered  up  and    burned  in the   fire,   destroyed.  And  the   wheat  is   gathered   and     stored in the   barn.  

If  the   wheat   represents   men and   women   and   the    weeds   represent    men and  women   that  says   that    there  are  some of  us   that    God will  save  and  reward  and  some  of  us   that   God  will   punish  and  destroy.    And  this  will happen  as  the  world  is  brought  to  an   end.  

If   that is  what  this   parable  means   then I  have   followed   the  wrong   God   home.   This   god    who   punishes   people  and    kills   people   is   the   wrong    God.   The   God   Jesus   points   us  to   does  not   kill  people.    Jesus  pointed  time and   again to a   God who was  loving  and    non   violent.   Jesus  gave  the  non   violence   of  God as  the  reason   for his  own  refusal  to  resort  to   violence.    The   presence  of  God in the   affairs  of    men and   women  calls  for   collaboration  with   God  against    violence   itself.

Remember   the  reason  Jesus  gave  for  his   non  violent   resistance  to   evil?    “Love  your   enemies, do  good  to  those  who hate   you”   bless  those  who  curse   you  pray  for  those  who  abuse  you”    	WHY ???   So  that   you  may  be  children of   your   Father  in   heaven;  for  he  makes his  sun rise on the   evil  and  on the   good, and sends  rain on the   righteous and on the   unrighteous”  

Jesus   non   violently   resisted  the    violent   way  he  was   put  to  death.    In  that  respect  he is  a  person  of   profound  integrity.  Mel  Gibson  got  it   totally  wrong  in   his  “The  passion  of  the  Christ”      Gibson   claims   that  Jesus  Dying  is  the  reason for his  living”   NO    His   living was  his  reason  for    dying.  We   have  no  word  to   describe the   crucifixion  of  Jesus   other  than   “Sacrifice”   it  was a   making   sacred of  both  life  and  death.  

But  back  to   our   parable.   If  you  take  away  the   punishment.  If  you  take  away  the   threat, -  and  the   fear  that  goes  with   them -   then   what  is  it    that    motivates  us,   that  moves  us,   to  live  a  life   loving   others   even  the  stranger and  the   enemy.   What  draws us in  the   direction of  living  justly,     giving from   our    abundance  to   those    who  are   without,       fostering   respect  for  all  people  and     establishing systems and   personal  relationships   of    equality,  so   that  all  may have   access to  enough  of  what is  needed  for  life? 

Paul   would  say  it   comes   from  the   spirit   transplant  we  got  at the  time of   our  baptism.     Wayne  Rice    your   stewardship   committee,  your   Wardens and   all the  members of  your   vestry  would  say  it   comes  from    your   experience   of  being    loved  and  cherished  by    God and    this   community   of   faith.    It   comes  out  of  the   gratitude   you  feel     for   having   been    adopted  by    God  as  a  member  of  God’s  household.

If  there  is   no  punishing   God,  -    there  is  a   God   who  has  built   consequences  into   God’s   creation.   There  is a   God   who  is   faithful  to   his  covenant   with us   all.     Martin  Luther  King    put   this  into   words  in a   sermon  he  preached   on  March  15th  in  1965.    The  Civil  Rights   act  had   passed  in   1964,  but   little  had   been   accomplished  by  way  of putting  it into  practice  in the   South.    At  the  end of  that  sermon Marin Luther  King   turned  to  the    question   “How  long”.  

His  words:  “I  know  you are  asking   today,  How long  will it  take?  I  come  to say to  you   this  afternoon it  will not be  long,  BECAUSE TRUTH  PRESSED TO  EARTH  WILL  RISE   AGAIN.  This  is  resurrection   faith.      “How  long?  Not  Long   because  no lie  can  live  forever.  How  long?  Not long   because  the  arm of  the   moral  universe  is  long  but  it   bends  towards   justice.

The  way  of   God  is  the   way  of  justice and  non  violence.  If   you cater   to    violence  injustice,  inequality,   hatred,   domination.   There   will be   consequences,  -not   punishment,  -   consequences   because  the  universe     bends  in   God’s   direction  and   that  is  how  it   will  be  and  if   you   live   your  life  in a   different   way,   it  simply   won’t   work well at  all.

We   still have a   little  time  so  let’s  take  one more  walk  through  this  parable.  This  time  let’s   suppose   that  the    wheat  and the    weeds  are   growing   up  together   in  each and  every  one  of   us.  We are the  one’s   who    have   sown  the  weeds  in   our   own  lives.   If   that   were  the  case   would  we not  then  say  “bring on the   fire”.    Would  we   not     pray   every   day   that   prayer  from the   9th   century.   “Veni  Creator  Spiritus”  Come   Holy  Ghost  our  souls  inspire and  lighten   with   celestial  fire. 

The  Holy   spirit  is, as  our   hymn  has   just   said,  (  511 )  the   Churche’s   very  life,  forming  in  the   Church   the    mind  of   Christ.

 And  in  our    context  the   Holy   Spirit’s   function is  one   of   stripping  us.  Removing  the   barnacles.  Taking   off  the   masks   we   try  to  hide   behind.    Burning  away  the  lies  we  tell  ourselves.   Removing  the   weeds  and  nourishing  the    wheat  of  our   lives.      That  is   transformation.,  radical  transformation.  The   question   is  always   NOT    “will  we  be  changed  by   grace,  God’s   free  and  complete  gift  of   Gods  self “   but   How   will we  be  changed  by  the  Grace  of   God”.  

The   answer to  that    question  is  being  worked out  by  each and  every one  of  us   every  day  of  our  lives.  Oh   and one  thing  more.    We all know   someone in our  neighborhood   or   our  club  or  our   office  who   is  struggling   with   life,  Tell  them  about  the   God   you   know and   about   this  place and  the   transformation  that  is     possible   with  prayer and   study and  a  little   help   from  your   friends.    Amen






















image1.jpeg
@
ST.%AU LS

EPISCOPAI  CHURCH




