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Let us pray:

Heavenly father open our eyes. Amen.

Last week as I listened our Rector give his Pilgrims in Christ talk on the Gospel reading from last Sunday, a thought captured my theological imagination; it was a eureka moment. I had preached on the same text last week but I never realized that the story of the Samaritan woman at the well is perhaps all about disclosure.  Mark, in his sermon last week, spoke about the human inclination to hide. Which is what stayed with me through the week and then during the Pilgrims talk it became apparent to me that Christian life is an invitation to an exposed life; a life in which nothing is hidden.  God knows our past and present infatuations. God knows where and how we worship.  God knows our priorities in life.  God knows all the secrets of our hearts.  I suppose that is common knowledge. Everyone knows that God knows everything. But how many of us think of Christian life as a life that reflects this knowledge?

It is very easy to say that our lives need to be reflective of the knowledge that God knows everything but it is perhaps very hard to live that life.  One obvious issue is of course what does it mean to live with that knowledge? Does it mean that one confesses everything to God in a private and intimate interaction with God and then moves on with life? OR, does it mean that that confession should be public so that the element of secrecy does not allow one the luxury of not having to deal with one’s life as it is lived on the world’s stage?  

In our liturgy we do confess our sins against God and our neighbour.  I often think it is hard to sin against God without having to sin against one’s neighbour.  Nevertheless, true confession, at least the way I see it, is a process of self disclosure.  It is a process by which one allows oneself to deal with the truth.  For it is through this process that what one has done is placed back in the context of the stage of where life is happening and therefore one can no longer ignore, overlook, disregard, or not acknowledge the most minute detail of the dynamics on that stage.  One has to deal with everything and everyone that is on that stage.  One has to take responsibility for all the ramifications of one’s actions. And only when that is done, can one fully claim reconciliation.

So with this thought in mind let us approach the texts appointed for today.  Jesus’ disciples want to know whose sins have caused this person to be born blind.  In a way it is a legitimate question.  There has to be something wrong somewhere in this person’s history that is keeping this person from experiencing the fullness in life. If there is nothing wrong in the manufacturing history of this person, then he should have been a product capable of his full potential.  Obviously, he was not and therefore a legitimate question.  

Some may find Jesus’ answer comforting, I find it terribly upsetting.  Jesus’ response says to me what I may not be prepared to hear: We are all created with a purpose in God’s mind. Yes, this is upsetting because it means that my self imagined purpose in life, even my very own DNA, my biography, my history, anything that is mine, is ultimately irrelevant, for everything is created not for my desire to prove myself on the world stage but so that God’s work may be revealed. 

So then whose disclosure is confession? Mine or God’s? If the real purpose of life is to allow God’s work to be revealed, then, is revealing the truth about one self in essence revealing God’s true intent? I believe it is.  I believe confession of our state of being, whether with sin or without, is ultimately revealing God’s work.  

I know we are not wired to think that way.  Over a long history of theological imagining, we have successfully divided the world into good and evil.  We have likened God to everything that in our imagination is good, and that naughty character devil with everything that is evil.  I often wonder why we have done something so terrible as this with our theological imagination.  Where in the Bible does God claim such association? In fact, one can hardly make a fool proof case for the devil as the epitome of all evil. Nevertheless we live with this falsehood as if it was a universal truth.

Jesus’ disciples also lived with this kind of false theological imagination.  “Who sinned, this man or his parents?” Interestingly, Pharisees too are guilty of living with a false theological imagination. In their case it is the assertion that God can only operate by the rules that God establishes: “This man is not from God, for he does not observe the Sabbath.” The Jews, according to the Gospel writer, are also content with their false theological imagination: for them it is hard to imagine how a person born a certain way, due to sin, could suddenly receive absolution and healing from a person who does not keep God’s law. The neighbours face a similar dilemma.   

How can God be anything different from how we have imagined God to be? I love the blind person’s response, “I do not know whether he is a sinner. One thing I do know, that though I was blind, now I see.” Essentially, the blind man says it as it is, I don’t care about your theological imagination, I only know the reality, I was blind but now I see.  

Friends it is hard to face the reality. I believe that is why we engage in theological imagination.  The exposure of reality is a bit too much for us. We want our paradise of ideas. We want a theological imagination that would allow us to feel good about our selves and about our ideas. We want a world where what we believe in is true, not what God holds before us as reality.  

Perhaps that is why God calls us to live as children of light. Completely exposed, not seeking the darkness of our self fulfilling ideas, but living in God’s revelation.  

Friends, it is hard to live exposed.  It is hard to live as children of Light; for it means we have to be open to experiencing God in ways much beyond what our socially acceptable theological imagination can ever afford. 

Samuel was confronted with this decision too when he saw Eliab and thought: “Surely the Lord’s anointed is now before the Lord”.  But, thanks be to God, Samuel was open to hearing God’s speech, and was quick to accept God’s non logical choice of David.  

Friends, it is not my place to speak about every which way that we may be living in darkness; I can only share with you that God is calling each one of us through confession, and complete disclosure, to live a totally exposed life: a life as children of light. God wants us to be driven out of our social institutions. God wants to know if we want to live a socially acceptable life or are we capable of saying, “I believe”.

Friends, It is my place to tell you, that, living an exposed life, living in light, is living the reality of life. And living the reality of life is liberating indeed. It is no longer living in the captivity of our conceptual world; it is finding the living God in every aspect of our life. It is living in a world that could care less about concepts and has the courage to say explicitly, I don’t care about your theological imagination, all I know is that I was blind but now I see. May God grant us all this healing. Amen.   
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