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Alleluia. Christ is risen!  (The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia) Alleluia, the messiah is risen. (The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia).  Alleluia, your savior, my savior, our savior, is risen! (The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia). Amen!
40 days is a long time to keep ourselves from proclaiming the truth in full gusto.  Alleluia, praise God! These are the words that make our faith so awesome!  We are a people that believe in the living God.  We believe in a God that is Immanuel.   This God is not some distant idea that we can read in a book or talk about in intelligent ways.  In fact, this God has nothing to do with our intelligibility.  This God is with us, intelligent or stupid. This God lives through our pain with us.  This God rejoices in our joy. This God is our companion from time immemorial and for time eternal.  
Today we celebrate this God’s promise to us. It is not a promise written in some book delivered to a prophet through an angel.  It is a lived promise.  It is a promise that our ancestors were witness to.  They lived to see this living God come into this world.  They lived to experience the loss of hope as he was brutally murdered on the cross.  They lived through denial.  They lived through desertion.  They lived through the darkness of injustice.  They did not read it in a book.  They were not told about it by a prophet or an angel.  They were right there.  They witnessed it.  They lived it with Christ.  
And when all hope was gone.  When it seemed that justice and righteousness were empty ideals; when belief in God seemed to be the way of the fools; this Christ rose from the dead. This Christ rose from the dead because you cannot bury a living God. This Christ rose because you cannot find the living in the dead.  This Christ rose because no amount of violence, no amount of deception, no amount of deceit, no amount of denial, can keep this living God from loving his creation.  This Christ rose because despair, power, violence, and all such evil forces could not be allowed to have the final word.  This Christ rose because the world had to be told, that its power is not final; God’s power is final. Its thoughts and values are not final; God’s will is ultimate.  
We worship this God. Is he a triumphant God? No, he is a triumphing God! His victory lives through you and me.  He is victorious when you and I overcome the brick walls that bring despair in our lives.  He is victorious when you and I can believe without doubt that the ultimate is hopeful not sorrowful.  He is victorious when you and I know that yes suffering will never leave us, but, it cannot defeat us either.  He is victorious when your hearts and my heart can warm to the knowledge that death is just another pit stop.  
And we can believe this because Jesus our Christ is risen today.  Death is no longer the ultimate. We need no longer live with the fear of death. And that my friends, is the reason to celebrate today. Christ’s rising from the dead has taken away our fear of death, our fear of being without hope; our fear of being friendless; our fear of being left behind; our fear of not being part of that which is popular and acceptable; our fear of being cast out; our fear of not making it; our fear of failure; our fear of pain and suffering.  
Christ has not taken away our suffering; Christ has taken away its fear.  We may still suffer, but we suffer not with despair but with hope.  We suffer knowing full well that our suffering is not eternal, it is just a pit stop.  Now we suffer fearlessly and with joy!
[bookmark: _GoBack]And that is the difference it makes in our lives when we truly believe in the risen Christ.  Did Peter, Paul, and the rest of the apostles not suffer?  Yes they did.  They suffered fearlessly with joy.  And that is why Peter is given the vision to reach out to people of all faiths and share with them that yes God love’s all of his children.  It is this love of God that wants all God’s children to live fearlessly through suffering.  And there is only one way to understand why and how to live fearlessly through suffering: Yes, you guessed it right, by believing in Jesus Christ. It is through the life struggles of Jesus Christ – as witnessed by our faith ancestors – do we learn God’s choice for us.  God’s choice is not to make life hunky dory for us, but for us to accept his promise that he is with us through all our suffering and that death and hopelessness is not the end, it is just a pit stop. And that living with this faith is to live fearlessly through all pain and suffering. It is to accept and live the eternal life. 
Yes, Peter was shown that we cannot keep this good news to ourselves.  Mary Magdalene at the tomb was told that she needs to go and tell; and she did, she announced, “I have seen the Lord”. 
So Paul asks us, “if you have been raised with Christ”.  It is a question. If we are witness to the living Christ; if we believe that Christ is risen, then we need to live fearlessly with joy through any kind of suffering.  We are not to dwell upon our earthly suffering. We are to set our minds on the things that are above. And if we truly believe in the risen Christ, if we are his true witness then we are commissioned to share with peoples of all faiths, yes peoples of all faiths, that Jesus Christ is risen, that death no longer has the final word, that our wisdom is not eternal; God’s will and God’s choice is eternal.
God’s choice is that God so loved the world that he gave his only begotten son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life.
Paul understands the obstacles in believing this realized promise.  So he says, “See to it that no one takes you captive through philosophy and empty deceit, according to human tradition, according to the elemental spirits of the universe, and not according to Christ.”  Today when I turn on the television and flip through the news channels I only hear despair.  I hear that the economy is not growing.  I hear that the Afghan war is not being won.  I hear that life is anything but without violence in Iraq after many years of pushing our human wisdom on a nation. I hear that Libya is still bathing in blood.  I hear death and destruction.  I also hear how our exploitation of the earth in the name of scientific growth and tapping natural resources is damaging our planet home.  I hear that our most sought for invention these days, the cell phones may be causing brain damage.  I hear sadness.  I hear despair.
And then I question myself, where are the Christians? Why are they not sharing the risen Christ.  Why are they not sharing hope?  Why are they not reaching out to the world and declaring to it that your human traditions and your philosophy and science are but an empty deceit?  Why are they not turning to the extremists and telling that your message of death no longer has power over us.  Why do I not hear the sound of Alleluia, Christ is risen!
Let me hear it, Alleluia. Christ is risen!  (The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia). Alleluia. Christ is risen!  (The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia). Alleluia. Christ is risen!  (The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia). May God give us the strength to share it much beyond these walls.  Amen!
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