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Let us pray: Lord Jesus, grant us the wisdom to lounge with you. AMEN.  
We are today three Sundays past the coming of the Holy Spirit.  It is now time to fire up the grills and let the BBQ begin! Therefore, the Gospel reading, if read within its context, is quite appropriate for this occasion.  Jesus is in a fiery mood.  He is troubled and angry that while people reject John the Baptist for his austerity, they also reject him for his presence with those who are making the most of their lives in the here and now.  So, one wonders, what do the people want? 
It is kind of like where we are today as a nation.  We want the wars to end because they are devastating our economy and also because we may not agree with the idea of war. Yet, we want America to be the leading nation, and by definition, the nation with the upper hand in world affairs.  We are very unhappy if another country takes the lead on a foreign policy issue like let’s say Libya.  So, there is this confusion, what do people really want?  
And there is domestic confusion too. We don’t want our taxes to go up because it may hurt job creation or some people may have to pay more, but we also want to have enough money to pay for everything we want the government to do for us.  So, what do people really want?
And when there is confusion of this kind, the kind I like to call a quagmire; one witnesses a heyday for pundits and experts of all hues. That is kind of where Jesus’ audience is; in a quagmire with pundits of all kinds letting no opportunity go by to spew forth their condemnation for whatever option that may have been presented.  
So, Jesus does what should be expected from a responsible leader: he appeals to wisdom.  Please note, he does not appeal to reason, he appeals to wisdom.  Pundits appeal to reason, Jesus appeals to wisdom!
And those amongst you who come to the Wednesday morning Eucharist at St. Paul’s know the difference, I am sure.  By the way, please do join us for Wednesday morning Eucharist and Bible Study, I can assure you, it does your Spirit good!  
Wisdom tradition in Jesus’ world spelled out a few things that would give it a frame of reference.  First, life does not end at the time of death.  And second, since life does not end at the time of death, a wise person is one that lives in that knowledge.  This is to say that the mark of a wise person is that s/he is no longer concerned about making the most out of life in this world but possesses a bigger picture view of life.  Which essentially means that such a person is not interested in getting the maximum pleasure in the shortest period of time.  Which in turn translates into a vision for a society where people are not in a hurry to get the most out of life and therefore do not need to act out of greed and a sense of urgency.  
I love this perspective because it not only says to me that trying to get the most pleasure for myself as soon as I can is foolish, but also that having a sense of justice and righteousness that transpires overnight is also foolish and perhaps self-centered. If life exists beyond death, then, there is infinite time for justice to be done. Just as there is infinite time to savor God’s blessings.     
So the wisdom approach would be the lounging approach!  It would help people lounge and make the most of the smell of the BBQ.  There would be no hurry to consume the meat, clean the grill, and get on with some other pleasurable activities that have to be all squeezed into this short period of three day holiday weekend!
But that is not how we are wired today.  We want maximum pleasure and we want it now.  And sadly therefore, I think, we are witness to an increasingly distressed world.  It is true, “wisdom is vindicated by her deeds”.  I suppose the flip is also true.
So, Jesus says,   “Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest.” It is not that Jesus will live our lives for us.  It is not that we would miraculously get everything that we ever wanted because we would have accepted Jesus Christ as our personal Lord and Savior.  It is not prosperity gospel and interestingly it is not liberation theology either.  Jesus is not giving us a ticket to prosperity, neither is he giving us a ticket to life of all fullness but no responsibility.  For he continues to say, “Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.”
I don’t know how many of you are from an era where you may have yoked an oxen; but, I am from a land where that is not an uncommon sight.  Yoke is an interesting thing. Yoke is basically an apparatus used to carry someone else’s burden or to do someone else’s work.  Yoke is also an extremely restricting apparatus.  Being yoked is to be disciplined into a very tight and definite role.  Yoked oxen cannot go running around in complete freedom.  
That is why when my father, at the time of my ordination, on behalf of the Bishop of Connecticut, placed his stole around my neck, he said, “take the yoke of Christ”.  That day I was yoked to a life of discipline.  
That discipline does not come easy.  Again, I don’t know if you ever had the opportunity to see this or not, but a young bull under training is yoked much more loosely on the side of an older animal which is used to the yoke. It is only with time that the younger animal settles down into this life of discipline.  I understand that as a fitting reason for my 14 years as a transitional deacon.  
Anyhow, the point is that Jesus is appealing to the wisdom tradition because he wants people to know that wisdom requires discipline. Along with the discipline of wisdom also comes the knowledge and appreciation for everlasting life. And with the knowledge and discipline inherent to wisdom comes the sense of comfort that there is no urgency to experience every good that God has to offer in the shortness of this earthly life. There is ample time in God’s scheme of things.
[bookmark: _GoBack]And yes, Jesus’ promise of everlasting life makes it all real.  So, as the flame of Holy Spirit prepares juicy foods for us, may we have the wisdom to know that Jesus wants us to lounge with him, and savor the flavors of divine blessings, for he is gentle and humble in heart, and with him, we will find rest for our souls.  Amen.       
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