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Let us pray: Help us experience you God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. AMEN.  
It is Trinity Sunday today. Trinity is hard to explain. And since the Rector is not around today, this puppy is going to take it easy and not delve into the hard theological concept of Trinity.
[bookmark: _GoBack]It is hard though to be Christian and not engage with Trinity. In our understanding of the divine, it is this experience in faith that sets us Christians apart from all other approaches to religion.  Islam for instance is adamant that there is only one God. In fact, there is a Surah in the Quran about it. I remember growing up I had to recite it before every Islamic Studies class period. This was a Roman Catholic school and the Islamic Studies teachers used it as a potent stab at the Christian faith. The Surah says, "Say: He is God, the One and Only; God, the Eternal, Absolute; He begetteth not, nor is He begotten; And there is none like unto Him." (Surah 112:1-4).  There are other Surah too that form the Islamic concept of Tawheed or the oneness of God.  
In Hinduism, on the other hand, there are many experiences of the divine. Yet none claim intimacy and presence in human life as the Living Christ and the Holy Spirit do.  
I could talk about other religions too, but that is not the point, the point is that Trinity is a very unique experience present only in the Christian faith. So, it is important to engage with it. Please note that I am not calling it a concept.  I feel we do ourselves injustice if we think of Trinity as a concept.  It really is an experience.  Our scriptures are very clear about it.  There is an experience of God in the Old Testament that walks and talks. This God actively listens to His people. He hears their cries and responds in very tangible ways.  This is not a remote deity hiding in the metaphysical.  This is an active participating God whose interest is in the life of His creation.
This God learns from His own parenting.  He learns that destroying the creation with flood is not a good disciplining technique.  So, he promises never to do it again.  This God blesses those in covenant with Him and discovers that being a generous provider does not lead to His people loving him more; instead, it leads to all sorts of pathologies of affluence and comfort.  So he gives his people in subjugation.  And that doesn’t work either.  
So, after trying all sorts of approaches to parenting, this God incarnates, takes human form, and through concrete presence and life experience once for all proves to His creation that there is beauty in what He created; that the key to this beauty is not some strict observance of law of some kind, or some heightened pursuit of justice or righteousness or holiness, but a very simple commitment to love.   
This love lands Him on the cross. He dies as a human. His creation triumphs that once again God was not successful.  But to their dismay and disbelief, he resurrects.  He comes back to life not to avenge his death, but to impress upon His creation that love is victorious in its everlasting presence. That sin and death cannot hold back His abounding love. His human incarnation proves God’s love for His creation not only in the begetting of the human form, or of His giving in sacrifice, but also in His rising from the darkness of death – a solid proof of his unrelenting  love.  He ascends, not to disappear, but to make His intimate presence perpetual through the experience of the Holy Spirit.  
This is not the story of three Gods. This is the story of one God. This is not the story of God alone, this is the story of our experience of this loving God. And that is what makes this God one and three. God is one, but His most intimate experience is Trinity.  
Now, as residents of a nation seeking to be just and equal to all peoples, we may say that others have other experiences of God and we should have the capacity and the generosity to accept those experiences as equally valid. Of course from a justice perspective that should be our approach. 
Unfortunately, or fortunately, however, Christian faith is not about justice and righteousness.  At  all the instances when Jesus is confronted with a justice and righteousness question by his opponents, his response is not a legal retort, or back to the basics of holiness 101, or a convoluted moral and ethics argument, but a simple measure placed before all of humanity in a very simple question, “what would be the loving response”?
I believe that is why it is only when Paul speaks about the three experiences of God in his famous words, “The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with all of you” does he preface it with an expression found nowhere else in the New Testament, “the God of love.”  I believe it is so because as a standalone it is too limiting a term and therefore should be avoided.  God is of much more than just of one something.  But it is more than evident that whatever God does He does out of love for His creation.  
Today He does something that our justice seeking and self-righteous aversive culture finds it hard to accept. He challenges us to think beyond justice and righteousness; he invites us to think in, through, and out of love.  He commissions us to question ourselves, “isn’t the experience of an ever present and intimate God the assurance and the primary ingredient for a community that seeks to radiate God’s love?” If that is so, then, isn’t it imperative to the building of such a community that all be invited and discipled into this community of faith that so uniquely experiences the ever presence of this intimate God?
Friends, my prayer is that we will have the capacity to experience God as the God of love and not of righteousness and justice.  And when we do that we shall see that God’s creation is beautiful. We will know that we cannot and should not exploit it for our needs and wants. We will also know that the great commission is not a call to desecrate and devastate God’s diversity, but to empower it with the invitation to live in commitment to this God who creates and loves like a Father, suffers like His Son, and liberates us with passion like the Holy Spirit. AMEN.  
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