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Let us pray: Heavenly father let the Word speak for itself. AMEN.  
Two weeks after the Pentecost where do we stand? We all remember that wind and that fire, and those tongues of all kinds.  Well, okay, we may not remember that, but we should remember that red color which we all proudly wore. It is kind of sad that we so quickly go green. I love red.  In fact, the church in my country of origin, Pakistan, decided that they will only wear red.  So, clergy wear red all year!  The idea being that after the ascension of Christ and the coming of the Holy Spirit we all live in the Holy Spirit and are accountable to the calling of a life in the Holy Spirit.
Today’s lectionary readings remind us of that call.  We are told the story of Abraham’s strength in faith; we are also reminded by Paul that we now have the option to live under grace and that we are no longer slaves to sin.
All these reminders are good.  But I feel there is more clarity to Christian life than the vagueness inherent to concepts like faith, sin, and grace.  Those are important Christian concepts that we should certainly wrestle with and in so doing develop a rich appreciation for them.  Yet, a part of me feels that there is something very simple and straight forward to the Christian Gospel that we often shy away from for the simple reason that like Abraham it calls us to action, action that may require overcoming our deepest human fears of social norm and acceptable and rational behavior.  We heard last week about the great commission where we were all called to go and make disciples of all nations. This week we are being told the last part of the story of the twelve apostles and their commissioning to go and do God’s work.  I feel it is best if we simply hear that story from the beginning for ourselves and then decide for our own selves how God may be calling us in our own context to live in the Holy Spirit.
Then Jesus summoned his twelve disciples and gave them authority over unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to cure every disease and every sickness. These twelve Jesus sent out with the following instructions: “Go nowhere among the Gentiles, and enter no town of the Samaritans, 6but go rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. 7As you go, proclaim the good news, ‘The kingdom of heaven has come near.’ 8Cure the sick, raise the dead, cleanse the lepers, cast out demons. You received without payment; give without payment. 9Take no gold, or silver, or copper in your belts, 10no bag for your journey, or two tunics, or sandals, or a staff; for laborers deserve their food. 11Whatever town or village you enter, find out who in it is worthy, and stay there until you leave. 12As you enter the house, greet it. 13If the house is worthy, let your peace come upon it; but if it is not worthy, let your peace return to you. 14If anyone will not welcome you or listen to your words, shake off the dust from your feet as you leave that house or town. 15Truly I tell you, it will be more tolerable for the land of Sodom and Gomorrah on the day of judgment than for that town.
16“See, I am sending you out like sheep into the midst of wolves; so be wise as serpents and innocent as doves. 17Beware of them, for they will hand you over to councils and flog you in their synagogues; 18and you will be dragged before governors and kings because of me, as a testimony to them and the Gentiles. 19When they hand you over, do not worry about how you are to speak or what you are to say; for what you are to say will be given to you at that time; 20for it is not you who speak, but the Spirit of your Father speaking through you. 21Brother will betray brother to death, and a father his child, and children will rise against parents and have them put to death; 22and you will be hated by all because of my name. But the one who endures to the end will be saved. 23When they persecute you in one town, flee to the next; for truly I tell you, you will not have gone through all the towns of Israel before the Son of Man comes. 24“A disciple is not above the teacher, nor a slave above the master; 25it is enough for the disciple to be like the teacher, and the slave like the master. If they have called the master of the house Beelzebul, how much more will they malign those of his household! 26“So have no fear of them; for nothing is covered up that will not be uncovered, and nothing secret that will not become known.27What I say to you in the dark, tell in the light; and what you hear whispered, proclaim from the housetops. 28Do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul; rather fear him who can destroy both soul and body in hell. 29Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of them will fall to the ground apart from your Father. 30And even the hairs of your head are all counted. 31So do not be afraid; you are of more value than many sparrows. 32“Everyone therefore who acknowledges me before others, I also will acknowledge before my Father in heaven; 33but whoever denies me before others, I also will deny before my Father in heaven. 34“Do not think that I have come to bring peace to the earth; I have not come to bring peace, but a sword.35For I have come to set a man against his father, and a daughter against her mother, and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law;36and one’s foes will be members of one’s own household.
Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me; and whoever loves son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me;38and whoever does not take up the cross and follow me is not worthy of me. 39Those who find their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake will find it. 40“Whoever welcomes you welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes the one who sent me. 41Whoever welcomes a prophet in the name of a prophet will receive a prophet’s reward; and whoever welcomes a righteous person in the name of a righteous person will receive the reward of the righteous; 42and whoever gives even a cup of cold water to one of these little ones in the name of a disciple—truly I tell you, none of these will lose their reward.”  Amen.
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