Allow us to live with the knowledge that you O Lord are our righteousness.  Amen.
It was Pope Pius XI who decided in 1925 that it was important to acknowledge during a liturgical year the kingship of Christ. This was at a time when the European continent was restoring itself of the deepest scars of human arrogance. Then in 1960, Pope John XXIII further decided that this feast be celebrated at the end of the season of the coming of the Holy Spirit and just before the season of the coming of Jesus the Christ. So today we celebrate this feast at an odd time; right when we are getting ready to celebrate Christmas we read about Christ’s crucifixion. Yes, I know, that is why we Anglicans have had a love hate relationship with the idea of a Pontificate, they make so much sense and then they don’t!  
So it is left to the preacher each year to make unsuccessful attempts in making a papal decision rational. I sometimes wonder when we protestants will learn that like God, papal decisions are also to be entertained with a recognition of the divine mystery and a bit of divine humor too. Yet, at the same time, the scripture is clear, and we should never lose sight of it, that Christ and Christ alone is the head of our church. 
I know it is very easy to say that Christ is our head, our king; but in reality that is not how we wish for our society to work.  This is not a contemporary issue caused by an unprecedented success in science and technology which may cause people to question God’s omnipotence and Christ’s omnipresent reign.
It is, in fact, a very old issue.  The Old Testament tells us that this issue is as old as human existence itself.  All through human history human beings have longed to be their own God. And in an attempt to do so, they have been bold enough to eat the forbidden fruit, to kill their own kindred, they have attempted to unite and build towers to prove their own height, they have rejected God’s call. And in this constant desire to challenge God’s kingship, they have caused pain, to other humans, to God’s creation, and most sadly, to their own individual selves. It is a very old story that repeats itself over and over again through time, places and cultures.  

I know, you would say that that is why we need better leadership, better programs, more wisdom, better organizational skills, better use of resources, and as Christians, better theology.  The idea being that only if we were able to better what we have, then, we would be better off holistically.  

I have often pondered this claim. And I have often questioned in my mind if it is a mere coincidence that in our modern history, the nation most zealous about efficiency is the nation that witnessed holocaust transpiring from within it.  
The prophet Jeremiah is right in holding the leaders responsible for the lack of justice in a society, but that is not all what he suggests is the problem.  It is true that we should hold our leaders responsible for injustice, for the poor getting poorer, for the foreigners being used as economic slaves, for creating an environment where happiness and living in the fullness of God-given potentials seems to be a lost dream; for letting people scatter like lost sheep. Yes, we should hold our leaders responsible.  And if we are in positions of leadership we should hold ourselves responsible.  But that is not the primary issue.  The real issue is a misplaced understanding of righteousness. And, unfortunately, it creeps up in the best sounding ideas if we are not careful.
Take for instance missions and our approach to it.  About halfway through the last century, somehow, the churches in Europe and America started arriving at a truly unique understanding of missions. They began to claim that those who had gone before them had caused deep injustice to societies and cultures where the church took the great commission seriously.  They believed that sharing the Gospel of Christ with peoples of other cultures was disrespectful and in fact a form of Christian imperialism.  The solution they decided was to retreat. They decided that proselytizing was wrong and that the whole idea of mission and evangelism should be rethought.  
So, gradually they came upon this unique understanding that mission was to do good things for the good of humanity –for all of God’s children – with no strings attached.  In fact, while doing good for people they decided to take extra care that they did not share their faith.  

The result of this seemingly noble thought process is quite apparent today: Churches that once used to have about 50% of their budgets going to mission work are down to about 5% or even less; overall church decline is more than apparent; and some of those who do come to church are mostly struggling how they can have strong conviction in their own faith tradition when other faith systems also exist to offer potential access to God. 
So, a seemingly noble idea of refusing to be an imperialist insensitive to the cultures of others is resulting in the demise of one’s own culture at large, faith tradition, and most sadly, denying people the peace of Christ at the most individual level.  
So what is one to think, that what was being done pre 1950s was right?  Certainly not!  I, coming from a culture that was evangelized and where European values were touted as the only workable and respectful way to construct a human society, and where a strong reaction to such imperialism led to the liberation of the native land from foreign dominion, will tell you in the most direct words, “treating people with disrespect and a sense of superiority is flat out wrong”.  This is what was wrong then and interestingly this is what is wrong today as well when we go half way around the world proclaiming the secular good news of freedom and democracy with no respect for the native cultures. 
If furthering western culture was wrong through the arm of the church back then, it is still wrong when done through the will of a secular democracy.  
But let me tell you what was right about mission and evangelism to my native lands. In as much as the people who did it often fell for the human sin of thinking that without them the Kingdom of God could not be furthered, lives were transformed.  People were offered education and a means to a much better and hygienic life.  Christian schools, colleges, dispensaries, health clinics, hospitals, agricultural reform programs together transformed the lives of many, including those who gave birth to me.  
It was an awesome act of sharing God’s gift with people with whom the missionaries had nothing in common.  At a time when there was a subway running in the city of New York, the missionaries from New York rode camels and donkeys and walked miles through heat and blowing sand to bring to God’s children the same hope, the same faith, the same baptism that they themselves held close to their hearts.  It was an act of true love, but more so it was an act of conviction.

Yet the greatest gift of this act of love was not a cultural transformation. Over the years the natives have rejected the western culture – as they should have – but have held fast to the faith that was handed to them – as, I believe, was God’s true intention.  

I believe that God intended, and still intends, transformation for all of God’s children.  That transformation is not material or cultural, but spiritual.  God intends for us to know that our acts of mission are not a proof of our righteousness; the Lord is our righteousness. It is not what we think our actions achieve that matters, it is the eternal truth that matters.  Our actions can be wrong, but God’s truth is right eternally.  

Therefore my friends, mission without sharing this good news, without evangelism is like life without purpose.  God is not in need of our good deeds.  Our good deeds are in need of a clear conviction: our acts are not our righteousness, our Lord is.

And it is this Lord that transfers us from the darkness of our own self righteousness to a kingdom where we receive forgiveness beyond our measure.  This kingdom is not ours, it is His. We do not earn this forgiveness, He offers it to us through his grace.  
I know, when all this freely offered grace of His kingdom reaches the human skull, human rationality, human desire to play God, human instinct to crucify everything that does not give the human person the status of Lord and king takes over. 
 I know, beautiful thoughts emerge from inside that skull. Thoughts that encourage us to keep our faith private as we engage in good deeds; thoughts that so rightfully state that we do not need to further God’s kingdom, let God take care of God’s kingdom; thoughts that so accurately articulate that God can save God-self, we do not need to go around proclaiming the good news.  
I hope we can hear echoes from that place called The skull; the place where Jesus our Lord and our savior was crucified; the same place where he made clear that the gates to His kingdom for all those who sought his forgiveness are forever open.  
Friends, the Kingdom of which Christ is the King does not require our good deeds, it requires being on a mission.  That mission is not the act of sharing our fortune.  That mission is the act of sharing our faith, our conviction.  
So, why then should we share our fortune and do good things for all humanity? Because, our good deeds in mission and our sharing of our fortune in mission is the most concrete way to state our belief that Christ’s kingdom is for all, no strings attached.  This kingdom is that paradise which gets to be real at the most individual level when our mission through our concrete acts shares the good news of Jesus Christ.

May God make it our mission to share the good news of the Kingdom of God through some very concrete actions that go much beyond our aspiration to be a righteous people. Amen.    
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