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“It  doesn’t  interest  me if   there is one  God  or  many   Gods”  So  begins the   first  line  of a  poem  by   one of  my  favorite   poets,  David  Whyte.  It  doesn’t  interest  me if  there  is one  God  or  many   gods.  Well   that’s  not   quite   true.    And of  course  you knew  that   already.

What  is   true  for   me,  without   question,   is   what   David   Whyte  says    next.   “  I  want  to know  if  you  belong or   feel   abandoned,  if  you can know   despair or  see it in  others.  I want  to know  if   you are  prepared to  live  in the  world with its  harsh  need  to  change   you.”   

And it   just  might  be  that   this  is a   false   distinction.   It  might  be   that  both  things  can interest  you   and   me.    They  do  me.  So  on  this   Trinity   Sunday   you  will not  be   surprised   if   I  start  with  the    Old   Testament  lesson  for  today.

What  we  have  here  is  a    myth   not    history.  And  it is   true     It  is not  a  scientific  description  but a  theological   affirmation.    It  makes a  faith  statement.    It  makes the   theological claim  that a  word  has  been  spoken,   an   action   has   been  taken  by   God  which  transforms   reality.   It is a  statement  about  the  character  of  God  who is   bound  to God’s   world and  about  the   world  which is   bound to  God.

What  this story  tells us   is  that   God  and   God’s  creation  are   connected  in a  relationship  that is  assured  but  at  the  same time is  delicate and  precarious.  The  relation is  grounded  in a   faithful  commitment  and  everything   depends  on  that  commitment.

This  relationship  is not one of  coercion  It is rather one of   free  gracious  commitment  and invitation.    The  linkage is  one of  full trust  rather  than of  requirement  or  obligation.     

The   experience of  God’s  grace,  God’s  givingness of   God’s   self,  is  not  linked  to  individual  guilt related  issues of  morality.  This  text  affirms   graciousness on  God’s  part as his   transforming  disposition  towards his  whole  world.  All of  life exists  within   the    context  of   graciousness.

Terry  Eagleton   in his   book  Reason, Faith, and  Revolution   says,          ( p.7 )    “God  the  Creator  is not a celestial  engineer  at  work on a   superbly  rational design  that  will impress  ( those  who  provided)  his  research   grant ,  no end,   but an  artist, and an   aesthete to  boot,  who made the  world  with no  functional  end in  view but  simply for the  love  and  delight  of  it.  He  made it  as  gift,  …   out  of  nothing , rather than out  of    grim  necessity.  …He  created it out  of   love,  not   need”

 Now  when we come  to that  portion about  the  image  of  God  it  is  important  for  us  to   remember   how  the   Israelites   resisted   every   attempt   to  create an  image  of   God.   They  went   so far  as  to  resist  the   notion   that   anything  in  this   world could  resemble  God.   

In  this   context, our  text  makes a  startling    assertion.    There is  one  way   and only  one in which  God is  imaged  in the  world.   Humaness!!!   This is the  only  part of  creation  which  discloses to us  something about the  reality of  God.    This  God is not known through any  object cast or  molten or  carved.   God is not  imaged in   anything  that  is not   alive.  

Here  is   where  I  start as  a Christian  to   modify  my   roots  in   Judaism.  I  thoroughly   agree   with   the   position   they   took     and  I find   glimpses  of  God  in   some     parts  of   nature  and  more  specifically in  animals  particularly   the   ones  with   which I have  a  relationship,  our   three    Bassett  Hounds.   And, --  there  is  no   question --  God  is     imaged  most  clearly  and   powerfully  in the   freedom  of   human  persons  to   be  faithful and   gracious with one  another.   

We   image   the   Godness of   God  by  exercising   freedom  with and   authority   over  all the  other  creatures  entrusted to  our  care.    The   power  we  have  in doing  this  is   exercised as  God  exercises  power.  We   invite,  evoke,  and   permit.  There is nothing  of  coercion  or   tyranny.  

Dominion  over  animals    is  like  the  dominance  of a  shepherd  who cares for,  tends, and  feeds  the  animals.    It does  not have to  do  with  exploitation and  abuse.  It  has to  do with  securing  the  well  being of   every  other  creature and  bringing  the  potential of each to  full  fruition.   The one   who  rules  is the one  who  serves.  (Jesus)

This is a new  way to  understand  God  and   Human  Beings…     God  is  gracious and  self  giving.   Humans  are heirs   of   God as adopted  children  of   God.     Our   legacy  is  to  continue   to  care  for    the   creation   of  God  as   God   would  care  for   it.  We are  to  be   imitators  of  God  as    beloved   children.    We are   those to  whom  much is  given and  from  whom  much is  expected.

But  how  is  it  that we are  the  image  of   God?    And  this  is where  that  strange   verse   comes  into   play.  “So  God created humankind in  his  image, in the image of  God  he created  them: male and  female  he  created  them.  God  blessed  them.”

Remember  if  we re  going to take the   bible   seriously    which  we  do,  then  we  can’t  take it  literally.  So   first  of  all,  this verse  is not  about   the     doctrine of the   Trinity.   But  it is  about   God  and  it is   about  us.

Remember   that   poem  we  started  with?   David   Whyte   wanted to know  if   you  belong  or  feel   abandoned.  If  you  can know  despair  or see it in others. Here is  the   rest  of   what   he   says;  “ I  want  to know  if   you know  how to melt into  that   fierce   heat of  living, falling toward  the  center  of    your   longing.  I  want  to know  if  you   are  willing to  live   day  by  day  with  the    consequence  of  love and   the   bitter   unwanted   passion  of   your   sure   defeat.”

We  are  the   image  of   God,   the   Holy,   when we are  in  relationship  with  one  another.  male and   female,  man  to   man    woman to   woman,   sisters  brothers    parents   children.    We  are the   image  of   God  when we are in relationship   with   God   and    God  with   us.  

God  is   generous,  gracious,  self   giving,   loving    relationships.  All   of   those  kinds  of  relationships  are  contained  in  God.

The  center  of   your   longing – that  David  Whyte  speaks  of - is   a longing   to  be  related  to  another   human  being  and   to   your self and  to   God.    When that  longing in  you    meets   that  longing in  another   and  when that  longing in you  meets  that    same  longing  in  God  what  results  is  the  fierce  heat  of  living.    You  are    alive  and    you are   connected  to   the   living    God.

A   final  word   from  Brother  Curtis   Almquist  of  the  Society  of  St.  John The  Evangelist; “  You  have  been  created  by  God for the   love of  it.  You have  been  given  life to   radiate  that   love  to a  world  desperate and   dying  to be  loved.  Claim  the   essence of  your  identity as a  lover, a   lover of  God, and then mirror  that  love  with  your  life and  with   great  generosity.  If  there’s   something  inside  of  you  that  is  timid or   apologetic,  if  you are  just  “sort of  living”   if   you’re  waiting  to get a  life,  if   you’re  looking for the meaning  of life,   you   need to let  the  timid  fire in  your  soul really   burn”

And  here  is   the    last  line   of   David   Whyte’s   poem.  “I  have  heard,   in   that   fierce   embrace  - ( That   embrace  of   the   other , in  love,   that   comes  out  of  your   longing - )  in that   fierce  embrace   even  the    gods  speak  of   God.”    Amen
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