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This is the beginning   of Advent and also  the beginning  of  a new  liturgical year.  This  year we will be listening to  Matthew’s story of the life of Jesus and the meaning that he put  to it  which  is   different  from   Luke’s  story  which is   also   different  from  Mark’s.  

I’m  going  to ask you to do  something... that I know  will be  difficult... and you may think that its  a little  strange....    I’m  going to ask  you to not  think of Advent as a time to get  ready for  Christmas.  Especially not  Christmas as we do it in this culture.

I’d like  for you to disassociate  those two seasons of the year...   I’d  like for  you to reach into your mind and get a hold of all those   “let’s  get ready for  Christmas”   thoughts and take them out and put them in your  pocket... If you don’t have a pocket  put them on the pew  beside you... 

Advent  is  not  about preparing for something that has already happened ....  

Advent  is about getting ready for something that has not yet  happened..

Advent,  then is about going someplace we have never been before... Its about getting ready for a journey... Its about  leaving  home.    Its  about  abandoning  the  familiar...

Remember   that   conversation   God  had  with   Abram.  God   said,  ”Go  from   your country and   your  kindred and   your   fathers  house to the  land   that  I  will show   you.  …By  you all the   families of  the  earth shall  bless  themselves.”    We ,  along  with   Muslims and  Jews  are  children  of   Abraham.  

It is not our job... Says   poet  Robet  Bly,....  to remain whole.  We came to lose our leaves like the trees and be born  again.  Drawing up from the great roots.

Advent puts us in the exciting and difficult position of having to integrate new perspectives and new knowledge  and new  understandings...  Advent   asks  us   to   trust    God  in   radical   new   ways   that   will  be   both  more    expansive  and  deeper.  

Advent asks us to be willing to leave the pack and if need be,  become  “traitors to tradition”.... and  then  deal with all the  anxiety, uncertainty, loss and  confusion that brings up in us....

What we are asked to do in Advent is get ready  for something that has not yet  happened.  As  John  Coburn  puts  it:  “All   life -  the  shadows  and the dark  places as  well as  the light and the  brilliant  places -  all life “ ..  is  to  be  included in the  preparation.  Don’t  try  to    exclude  any  part of   your   life.

At the begging of the 2nd  chapter of Isaiah we read “The word which Isaiah,  saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem”  Its  interesting  to note that he didn’t  hear  the word  he saw it.  

The Hebrew word  translated..”Saw” is from the same root as the word translated  “Vision” So the  word that Isaiah saw was a  vision.  It was all about the  future....   So we are reminded here at the  beginning of advent  that we live  under the  authority of the future...

We live under  the  authority of  the dream   which is in the mind of God  the desire  that is deep within  the heart of  God  Of    how   God  wants    all   of   God’s   creation   to  be.... It is a pattern   woven  into the  tapestry  of the cosmos... It came into  full view  in the life of Jesus...

And as we follow it  it takes us  into deeper and deeper levels of consciousness and more and more  expansive dimensions  of inclusiveness...    Each new   experience....   each new  perception... each  new  awareness   ... transforming all that has gone   before  even as it  includes it.......

Tom  Shaw,  the  Bishop of  Mass....  talks  about the  vision of   God’s  future  that he has seen..  The  words are in the  letter to the  Ephesians .. “We have one God who is through all and in all”...    He says..” I now know that the path to holiness is one that leads to  the discovery that God is in all things in all places and in every  aspect of life”..  As we let  that  understanding settle in  it will take us to a place that we have never  been before...

One of the blessings  that  comes to us in being a part of  this community  that is  known as  St.  Paul’s,   is  the  growing   confidence...that as we continue to  live together....  in  the   fullness  of Christ,    that we can find God  in what is  very,  very  different  from us...  

Which is why our mission  continues to be one of reaching far beyond  our boundaries to embrace all that is different  from us in order to experience the fullness of Gods  abundant  presence  everywhere in all people and in all creatures.  

Vincent  van  Gogh  said:  “But  I always  think  that  the  best  way  to know  God  is to love many  things.”

As we turn  this  idea  around..... we understand why this parish is a place of hospitality   where every  person....  where all people can bring that deep desire to experience the reality of  finding  God  in and through all....

We find  God  in and  through  the   bread and the  wine....   the  music ... the flowers...  we  find  God in one  another....   we find  God in the bricks and wood  of  this  building.  In  the  people  we pass on the   way here....  

Isaiah  in his vision  saw  a mountain... The mountain of the Lord  the highest  of all the mountains ....  

Jon  Krakauer in his  book   “Into  Thin Air”  says   this about his climb  of  Mt.  Everest,  “There were many  many fine  reasons not to go, but  attempting to climb  Everest is an intrinsically irrational act... a triumph of desire over sensibility.  Any  person who would seriously consider it is almost by definition beyond the sway of reasoned argument.  The plain truth is that I knew better ... but I went  to Everest  anyway.”

To live under the authority of God’s  future is an intrinsically  irrational act... a triumph of desire over  sensibility... A desire to know God in and  through all that is....

And that desire will take us into places  we have never been before and take us to people  who we have never known  before... And it will convert us to different ways of thinking and knowing   that are beyond our imagination now.  And it will transform  us each and everyone  into the likeness of Christ.  

What we are asked  to  do in Advent  is get ready for something that has not yet  happened...   but  will....   Amen
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