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Christ the King

Today we are celebrating Christ the King Sunday. 
A day to celebrate Jesus Christ as King is relatively new in our Church’s history. Pope Pius the 9th instituted it in 1925 when he found the increasing secularization of modern society eroding people’s faith.  He wanted to remind the faithful that Christ is on the throne of heaven.

Today’s Collect begins this way: “Almighty and everlasting God, whose will it is to restore all things in your well –beloved Son, the King of Kings and Lord of Lords.” 

Much of the world has forgotten we are creatures and God is the creator.  God is in control. He is not an absentee God who formed the world and then flung it into space and walked away, never to look at it again.  He is vitally interested in His world. He has a glorious purpose for it and for us.  The world is never for a moment out of His grasp. He is working out His plan in the midst of this world.  In short God reigns whether we know it or not. 

We can use that reminder today.  Secular society seems to believe people are in control of the world and all that is in it. After all, we are a modern people: rational, logical and skeptical of what can’t be seen and measured. We don’t need outside forces to tell us how to behave because each of us can decide what is right, good and proper for ourselves. My righteousness is as good as your righteousness.  Each one of us is the master of his or her own fate and the captain of his or her own soul. 
Today’s Gospel reminds us this is just not a true.  Jesus is Kings of Kings and Lord of Lords
When we forget that, we have no guide and we lose our way. 

  Examples of the lost abound.  We see greedy folks that never have enough money to satisfy them and always need more. We see men and women abusing the young, the elderly, and those who are vulnerable and in their care.  We see people with power in some area of life, wanting more power since they feel entitled to it.  We see people stealing, cheating and lying. Their excuse is this excuse when caught: “What is the problem? It is how we do things.  Everyone else does it. And it really doesn’t hurt anyone.” We hold strong opinions which are the right opinions. Those who don’t agree with us are mean spirited and immoral and we dislike, even hate them.  We consider institutions more important than people, so we let individuals suffer to uphold the honor of the institution.  Think Penn State.
We don’t count ourselves among the lost.  So it is easy to assume that we wouldn’t do any of this and we would surely step in to stop it if we saw it being done.  Would we really? We can only pray this is a true statement.
 God reigns so we have to decide how we will respond.  Since God loves us and wants to be in a loving relationship with us, He didn’t leave us in the dark about how we are to live as His creatures, and how we are to live in our relationships with one another.   
 Jesus is our guide.  Jesus taught us God is to be worshipped with all our hearts and minds and souls and to love our neighbors as we love ourselves.  He gave us examples of how to do all this by telling us parables and showing us, during His life among us, how to care for one another.
So how do we respond? We have a choice. We can try to follow Jesus’ example of loving God and our neighbor or we can follow our own hearts and desires.

Our Gospel lesson today tells us there are consequences to our decision and our actions. This lesson, while a parable, is a description of what will happen at the end of time. It is an apocolyptic tale just as the book of Daniel is in the Old Testament and the book of Revelations is in the new. 
We are told:
 “The King in His glory sits on His throne with the angels attending Him. The nations of the whole world will be before him. He will separate people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats and He will put the sheep at his right hand, the side of honor and blessing, and the goats on His left.”
Since this is taking place in the end times the people of the nations knew who was sitting on the throne. And I’ll bet they were worried.

The story continues:
“He will say to each individual on His right: Come and inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world: for I was hungry and you gave me food,  I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was in prison and you visited me.”

 Notice the simple things that are to be given: food, water, shelter, clothing and care to those sick or in prison. They require our sympathy and love, both in our imaginations and our deeds.  The King does not make a distinction among the people to be helped. Young, old; Good, bad; rich or poor; everyone who is in need is eligible.  
The Sheep were incredulous. They were thinking: What was the King talking about?  When did we do any of that? We were just being kind to our neighbor even if we thought them in the wrong.  
The sheep had learned to be humble.  They could forgive and love others because they knew they had received forgiveness and love from God.  Knowing that, they could respond to others with the love they knew.
“And the King will answer them: Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my family, you did it to me.
“Then the king shall turn to those on His left and say: You who are accursed, depart from me into the eternal fire prepared for the devil
and his angels. “ 

He tells them they had not fed him, given him anything to drink, clothed him, visited him when he was sick or in prison.

The goats were also incredulous.  They knew the King and if they had recognized Him they surely would have given anything he wanted or needed. 
One wonders if they were the type of persons who feel superior to others. They read the Bible, they went to Church, they prayed for their friends and did all the right things.  They were smug in their moral superiority.  Jesus puts it this way: They were so busy seeing the splinter in their neighbor’s eye, they couldn’t see the plank in their own.
Ouch, does that describe me? Or you?   Are we some type of a mixture of sheep and goats?   God intends for us to be wholly His.  We are in the process of becoming what He intended for us from the foundations of the world through the death, resurrection and ascension of Jesus Christ. 
The good news is God loves us, just as we are, and Jesus Christ gave   His life             for us.

 But wait. There is more good news. We are not alone in our efforts to   become more like Jesus.
 We must remember one of the promises Jesus made before 
He ascended into heaven. He promised to send His Holy Spirit to guide
 His people in His ways. As a baptized people, we have the Holy Spirit 
within us. 
Listening to the Spirit is sometimes difficult in our world today. We
 are connected every minute with other people through our computers, 

cell phones and Facebook.  The busyness of our lives leaves us with
 little time to be quiet and listen.   And who knows where to respond, anyway.  We are bombarded hourly by news of disasters happening all over the world.    We fret and feel overwhelmed as we know we can’t respond to all the needs. We forget that we live in a particular place, at a particular time and can respond to what we see around us. 

God’s spirit will guide us if we can find the time to pay attention.

 Since I hope you aren’t going anyplace for awhile this seems a

 good time to stop and listen to the Spirit.
So, get comfortable.       Close your eyes. 
Put your minds in a receptive mode.   Relax.

Quiet.

Come Holy Spirit, our souls inspire.

Quiet.  Listen

Calm your mind.  Listen

Listen.

The Spirit is here.

Listen. Amen  

The Rev.  Robbin Harvey, Deacon
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