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Prayer:  Come  Jesus,  come  and   with  us   establish   God’s  kingdom  on  earth as  it is in   heaven.     Amen

Thank you   for  having   sung  that   song    you  just    finished.   (  Hymn   265 ) You have   provided a  great  introduction  to our   time   together  to  reflect   on   Luke’s   story   of  the   Annunciation

Let   me  read  you  the   first   verse   again.

“The   angel  Gabriel   from   heaven  came, -    his   wings as   drifted  snow,  his  eyes  as   flame;  -  “All  hail”  said  he, “thou  lowly  maiden  Mary -  most  highly  favored  lady”   Most   highly  favored  lady.”   That   is,  without question,  Luke’s  theme.  Let’s   explore  it,   shall  we?  

 Luke    draws   very   close   parallels  between  Gabriel’s   annunciation  of   John  the   Baptizer’s    conception   and  the  annunciation  of   Jesus’  conception  comparing and   contrasting  the   two.    The   detail  is  very  interesting.  Luke   has   Gabriel   speak  to   Zechariah  about   John’s  conception  and    to  Mary   about   Jesus   conception.

          (This  is   about   John.)                                                    (This  is   about   Jesus.)
	          						       
 1.  The  angel  said  to   him  (Zechariah)		1. The  angel said  to   her  (Mary)

2.  Do not  be   afraid  Zechariah			2.  Do  not  be  afraid  Mary

3.  Your   prayer  has  been  heard			3. You  have  found  favor with God

4. Elizabeth will bear you a  son			4. And now,  you  will - bear a  son

5.  You  will name him  John				5.  You will  name him  Jesus

Matthew,  one  of  our   Gospel  writers,  draws   parallels  between   Jesus  and   Moses  in  order to  establish a  relationship between the two of them  and  also to  affirm   Jesus    uniqueness.

Luke  does  the same  thing  with  his  parallels   between   John  and   Jesus.   There  is a  relationship  between the  two   of  them and   Jesus  is   “different”  Both   Matthew and  Luke   firmly  ground  Jesus  in the    biblical   tradition  and   each in their  own   way    testify   to  his  specialness.

Luke   does  one   thing   more.   For  Luke  John is  the  consummation  of  the    Old   Testament.  According  to  Luke   John  was  conceived  in a   post menopausal, aged and   barren   mother  to  conclude   the   Old   Testament.   Prior  to  John’s  conception  by   Elizabeth   there   had   been   Isaac’s   conception   by   Sarah  and   Samuel’s   conception  by   Hannah.;  both   aged  and   barren   women.    Each  and   every  one of  these   births   has   behind it   that   affirmation   of   faith;  which is   basic  to   all  other    affirmations  of  faith.    “  All things  are  possible   with   God”

Jesus,   according  to  Luke,   is   going   to  initiate   something   new  and   that    is   signaled  by   his   being   born    of  a  young   virginal   mother.  Instead  of  an    aged   barren   mother.

Another  very   interesting  feature  of  Luke’s   annunciation   story  is   the    conversation   between    Gabriel and   Mary.    In  that  conversation   Luke   is   describing  the  relationship  between    Jesus  and   Mary.  

Here  is  how  it   goes:  The  Lord is  with  you.   You  will conceive and   bear  a  son.  You  will name him  Jesus  He   will  be  great.  He  will be  called  the   son  of  the  “Most  High”   He  will be   given the  throne  of his  ancestor  David.  He  will reign forever and  of his  kingdom  there  will be no  end.

The  Holy   Spirit  will come   upon   you. The  power  of the  “Most   High”  will  overshadow  you.  The  Child  to be  born   will be   holy.  He   will be  called   Son  of   God.

Luke   presents   Mary  as  the  first  disciple   of   Jesus.  She  is  “the   favored    one.    She  has   found     favor   with    God.    She    is  the   “Highly   Favored   Lady”. 

The   word  in   Greek   that  has   been   translated   here   as  “favor”  is   elsewhere  in the   New   testament   translated  as   “grace” ,   as  in”  the   grace  of  God”.    And  the   word   simply  means     gift,   free   gift.    And  the   gift   God   gives  is     God’s   self.     And  Mary’s   response  to    God’s   grace  is   -  “Here  am  I,  the   servant  of  the   Lord,  Let  it   be  with   me  according  to   your   word”

Luke   presents  Mary   very   differently   than  Mark  does.

Remember  that  incident   when  Jesus  mother and   brothers  come  to  where  he is  teaching.  Some  one  tells  Jesus   that  they   have   arrived and  are   looking  for  him.    And  Jesus  responds  “Who are   my  mother and  brothers”  Then  pointing to  those   gathered  around him  he   says  ”Here  are  my   mother  and  my   brothers.  Whoever  does the   will  of  God is my  brother  and   sister and  mother.”  

That’s   Mark’s  story.   In  it,   Jesus   rejects  his   family   of   origin,   his  family  of   chance  for a   family  of   choice,   ”Those  who  do  the   will  of    God”.  

Here  is  how  Luke   tells   that   story.  His  mother and his  brothers  come  to  where  he is  teaching  He  is  told  they  are   there  but  can’t  get to him  because  of the   crowd.  And  Jesus  says  to   those   gathered   around   “My  mother  and   my   brothers  are   those  who  hear  the  word  of   God  and  do   it.”

Here,  in  Luke,  Jesus   family  of    origin   especially   Mary  is   the   model  for  all  who   have  received    God’s   grace,   God’s  generous  gift  of     God’s   self.   She is the   model  for   all   “Who  hear the  word of  God and  do  it”

Now   what  I  am  going  to  say   next   most  all of  the   women here   will get  with   some    ease,   whether  they  have    ever  given  birth  to a   child  or  not.    And  we    men have  to  stretch a  bit  more   and   even  with   that,  we  can  get  this   too.  Specially  if  we  have   taken the   time  or had the   opportunity  to   discover  and  get  to know    the   feminine  aspects  of   ourselves.  

This  is   where   some   familiarity  with  Jungian  Psychology   would  be   helpful.    There    is a   feminine   dimension  to   men  just  as  there  is a   masculine  dimension  to   women.  According  to   Jung,   the   healthy  ones  of  us  are  those   who  have  developed  a   way  of   being    that   includes   both   the    feminine  and  masculine    dimensions  of  ourselves.   Becoming    more   whole and   complete.    

Remember,   Luke  is  portraying  Mary as  the   first   disciple of   Jesus  and  as  such  she  is the   model  for   all ,  all of  us.  men as  well as    women.

Now  let’s   focus  our   attention   on   Mary  as   virgin,  And  I  am gong  to  speak  about  this    theologically   rather   than   biologically.,   The    virginal   aspect  of  Mary  as  well as   me  and   you,    is about a deeper   reality within   us.    A   mystery.      The   virginal  aspect  of  us  all  is   that    place  inside  of   each  of  us   that  no  one  else   can    ever   touch.   That  place   belongs   only   to   us and  to   God.  It is a   place   of  purity  and     truth.    It is  only  as   we    stay    connected  to  that   point   that  we  do   what    we  do,  not  because we   want  to   be liked  or   to  please  another.  Nor  do  we  do   it to  gain  power  over another  or  catch  another’s   interest.  We  do  what  we  do  because   it  is   true   to  who  we  are  at the  core  of   our  being,  where  we are  always  creatures  of   God  and  members  of   God’s   household.  

Mary   and   we , throughout   this   experience    of   discipleship   find   our   voice.    She,    like   we,   asserts   herself   before    God.   After  receiving    God’s  gift  she  and   we   respond   with,    “Here am  I”    There  is no   arrogance  only    awe  and   wonder.    She,  makes   her    commitment,  not knowing  where  it  will take  her.   And  we  do  the  same, not knowing   where  our   commitment   will take  us.   

The   question  for   me  and  for   you   this  morning,  men and   women.    When      God’s  call comes   whether  from  angel  or  from  dream,   or   from   some   other    source   will we   remain   virgin  enough  to   respond from  our  deepest   truest  self,  and  say     something  new,  a  “yes”  that   will change  us   forever.  God’s  favor  God’s   grace,   is  God’s  gift  of  himself  to   us.  The   question  for us is   whether  we  will open  the   womb  of  our  heart and  give   birth   in   due  time  to  the    incarnate   Word of  God. A   good     Word.  A  healing   Word.  A  word  of   Truth  A   Word   that   this   broken and   confused   world desperately    needs and must  have  if   it  is to  flourish.

And  if  there  is a   questioning in  your  mind  or  heart  about   this,   let  me   remind   you   of the  final   words  of   assurance    that  lie    behind  every    creed. The   words   spoken  to   Abraham and  Sarah, the   words   that    Gabriel  reminded   Mary   of.    “With  God nothing   will be  impossible”.    Amen
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