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Well  the  line  has   been   tied  to  the    hook.  The    hook   has   been  sharpened and   the   bait   has   been  carefully    attached  so as  to   look   tempting  and   inviting and  hopefully  to  conceal  the    hook.   Then the   cast  is   made,   slyly,  softly,  seductively.

“Teacher  we know  that   you  are  sincere, and  teach the  way  of  God in  accordance with  truth, and  show  deference to no one, for   you  do not  regard  people  with  partiality.  Tell us   then, what  you  think.  Is  it  lawful to pay   taxes to the   emperor, or not?”

Will  Jesus   take   the  bait and    get   hooked,   or   not.    It  is  important  that  we  not  miss  the  fact  that  the   question   while   profoundly  political  is   phrased  in   religious  terms.   “Is  it   lawful …?”  “Is  it   permitted ..?”  That   question  if  it  were  fully   expressed   would   be, “Does  it   accord  with   Torah to  pay  tax to   Caesar  or    not?”  

In   Israel’s  Torah  God   says, ‘The  land  is  mine   with me   you   are   but  aliens  and    tenants”  (  Lev  25:23 )    We  are   all    resident   alien  on a planet  not  our   own.  God  says  again,  the   land    shall not  be   sold  in   perpetuity, (  it  may  only  be  sold for  a   specified   time,  then  it   returns   to its  owner,   God.  )   because,   says   God,    the  land is mine”  

So,    since    Caesar’s  claim   to    own and  possess  the  land     is  a    false   claim;   would  not   paying  a   tax   to   him for  the  use  of the   land   be an  act  of    disobedience  to   God?  

Although  there  is a  strict  parallelism  between the   two  halves  of   Jesus   statement.    “Give  to  the    emperor  the   things  that  are the   emperor’s  and  to  God  the  things   that  are    God’s”    They  are   in no   way  of    equal   significance.     Caesar’s   role   is   completely  inferior  to    God’s.  

We  could   almost  imagine    Jesus,    after   examining  the   coin  with   Caesar’s  image on it,  saying,    Give   therefore to the    emperor  the   things  that are the   emperor’s    --  and  then   pausing  --   maybe   a   long   time --  and   then   saying,  “And  to   God the   things  that  are   God’s.   

Jesus  is  not saying   there is a   secular  realm  and  there is a   religious   realm   and   equal  respect   must  be  paid  to  each.    The   second   half   annuls  the   first   by   preempting   it.  

Jesus   didn’t  get   hooked.  and   we are   left  to   think   about,  “What  is    God’s?  And   what   does   that  mean  about   how  we  live    our   life?”    For  starters  we   could  answer   that  question    simply  by   saying    “All  that is”.    

 The    metaphore we  might   use    here   could  be    God  as   householder .  The  householder of the   “ world.  house “.  The   householder  of  the   planet.     And  when  God  is   thought of in this  way in the   biblical  tradition,  four   qualities, characteristics  or  functions  of   God    stand  out.  This  list  was   put   together   by    John  Dominic  Crossan.  I  have   modified  it  some.

First.   God   the  Householder  is   Creator.  In   Genesis    God  as   creator  is  imagined  through  the   image  of  the     Potter.  God  formed man from the  dust of the   ground and   breathed  into his  nostrils  the   breath  of  life, and the man   became  a  living   being.  Malachi   asks,  “Have  we   not  all one  father?  Has not one  God  created   us” ( 2:10 )

Paul also  speaks  of    God  as    Father  -  Creator,  “For us   there  is  one  God,  the   Father   from  whom are all things  and  for  whom we   exist.”  (I Cor.  5: 17 )

  Second.   God  the  Householder is   Liberator   which  includes    Protector.    God    gives  the   task  of   liberation  to  Moses  with   these  words;  “You  shall say  to  Pharoh,  ‘thus   says  the  Lord  Israel is  my   first   born son.  I  said  to   you,  ‘let  my  son go   that  he may   worship   me.”  (  Exod.  4:22-23) 

Third.    God  the Householder  is  Provider,    Notice   how   easily  Protector  slides  into    Provider.     These  words  are from   Psalm  68:5    “Father  of    orphans  and  protector  of   widows  is  God  in his  holy  habitation.   God  gives the   solitary a  home and  brings forth   prisoners  into   freedom”     In  that   day  an   orphan  was  a person  without  a   Father.  In our day  an   orphan is a person without   either   parent.  

In a  well run  household   the     vulnerable  ones,   the   very  young   the   weak  or  the  mentally   or  physically    disabled    deserve  special  attention  from the    Householder and  are   provided  for  in   ways  appropriate to  their    needs 

Fourth.  God  the Householder   is   Model.   In  the   extended  family  of  the   biblical  world  daughters and  sons ;   nieces and   nephews, and  resident    aliens,  all  learned how to become   future  householders    by the example  of  their   parents  as  householders.  

Matthew    records   Jesus  saying  in the   context  of   his   Sermon on the    Mount, …”Be  perfect  therefore,  as  your    heavenly  Father  is   perfect.  (5: 48 )

The   Greek   translated  as   “perfect”   has   other   meanings,   full,   complete,  mature.   As   adopted   Children  of   God,  As   heirs   of  God   our    householder,  as   householders   ourselves,    we are  to  live  fully   and   completely  into   the   way   of   being    that    God    has    modeled  for   us.

Here  is   Crossan’s    summery;  “That  is a  magnificent   vision  of loving   even one’s   enemies,  loving even those  who  hate  or   persecute, curse or  abuse us.  It  is  based  on the   very  character of  God  as  Father  or   Householder  who  loves  all those in  the   “world house” and  therefore  supplies  sunshine for the  good  and the   bad  and sends  rain on the  righteous  and  the  unrighteous  alike.”    (p.  47 Greatest Prayer )

It  is   all   these   things   that    You and  I  are   heirs  to.  They  are   ways  of   being  that  are    entrusted  to   each and  every  one  of  us.  This   is   the    way  of  life   we  are   called   to.  It  is  our   vocation.  

I’m  not  sure  about  you.  I  do know   myself.  I   need to  hear   this  again and   again   and   again.   In  many    different and   varied   ways.    Each  time  I  do  It  gets a   little  clearer   what  it  is   I   am to  do and  to  be as a   disciple  of   Jesus. 

So  I  leave   you  this  morning   with a    poem   by   David   Whyte.    

The   Journey.


Above  the   mountains  the   geese  turn  into  the  light   again

Painting  their  black silhouettes  on an  open  sky.

Sometimes  everything  has to be  enscribed  across the   heavens,

so  you can find the one line  already   written  inside   you.

Sometimes  it  takes a  great  sky to  find  that

First, bright and   indescribable  wedge of  freedom  in  your  heart.

Sometimes   with  the  bones of the  black sticks  left when the  fire  has  gone   out

Someone  has  written  something new in the  ashes  of  your  life.

You are not  leaving.  Even  as the  light  fades  quickly. You are  arriving.


We  are   always    arriving.  We are    continually  being  made   “New “   by   God,  who makes  all things   new.    God  is   persistently   writing   across   the   sky   and  inside  our  hearts     just   exactly   what  it is “ we  are   to  give   to  God”.     Amen
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