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John  1:  43 -  51

The   author  of  the   Gospel of   John  begins    with  these   words:  “In  the   beginning   was the    word and  the   word  was  with   God and the  Word  was  God”    He  proceeds  then  to  say  that  all things  were  made  through him  and  that   in him  was  life and  the life  was  the   light  of  men.  The    author   then  proceeds,   in  most  everything    he  writes    to   demonstrate  how   Jesus,  a   first   century   Jewish    peasant   is   that   Word  of   God.

Next,  he  introduces   John the   Baptizer  to  us  and  the   author   reminds  us   that   John  the    Baptizer   has  denied   that  he  is  the   Christ.    John   the     Baptizer  also says  is  not    Elijah  nor   is  he a   prophet.  He  is   simply  the   voice  of  one  crying  in  the   wilderness;  “Make  straight   the  way  of  the   Lord.  The  author  then  says  all  this  took place  in  Bethany  Where  John  was   Baptizing.

Then he  writes:  “the   next  day”      John  the    Baptizer   sees  Jesus  coming  toward  him  and    says   behold the  Lamb  of   God.  This  is the  one  of  whom  I  spoke.  He  is  the  one  on  whom  the   spirit   descended.

Then  he   writes  again:  ”the   next   day”     And   tells  us   that    John  was standing  with  two of his  disciples,  and   they  see   Jesus  and  John says   again  “The  Lamb  of   God”    And  the  two  disciples   leave  John and  follow   Jesus.  And   they  end up  spending  the    evening   with   Jesus   in the   house  where  he is  staying.  One of these   men was  Andrew,  Simon’s   brother,  and   Andrew  goes and  gets   Simon  And says  to   him  that  they have  found the   messiah.  Andrew   brings  him to  Jesus and  Jesus  looks at him and  says,  “So  you are   Simon,   you   shall be  called   Cephas,   which  means   Peter,  ( rock)  

Then   the   author   writes  again:  The   next   day,  and  we are  at  our  lesson  for    today.

And  before we go  there  I  want  to   pause  for  a  moment  to   offer  a   perspective  on   what  the  writer  of  this   gospel  is   up  to  with  all  this.    Because  all of   this  so   far,   I  think,    is  full of    mystery  and  amazement.  And  it is  all about   human   relationships.  That’s  all  ---   Apparently!!!  Or  is  it??

We   begin  with  one  man  talking   about   another   man,  Calling   him   Lamb  of   God,   Son  of  God,   Messiah   (   which  means  the    anointed  one   or  the   Christ  )
The one  man  calls  the   other  man  the   Light   of   God.  It  is  said  he   will   baptize  with the   Holy   Spirit.

After  this   then  we are  told  of  a   number  of   human   encounters  between  others and  this  man   and   all these   other   human   encounters   seem  to  be   suggesting   that  there  is    even  more   to this  man  than  all  these  labels   that  have   so  far  been    assigned   to  him.

Jesus,   that’s  the  man  we are  talking  about  here,  is  recognized  by  two  of  John’s    disciples  as  the    anointed  one,   the  long  awaited  one,   before  Jesus  has  even  spoken a  word.  

When  Jesus   first   speaks  to    Simon,   Andrews   brother,    Jesus   changes  his  name  to   Peter  (  the  rock ).  This  without  any   explanation  or   back  story.  

Then we  get  to  the   day   where   our story   picks  up.     Jesus   finds   Philip tells  him to   follow  him  and  he   does,  no  questions  asked.    Then   Philip  gets   Nathanael   and   as   Nathanael,    who  Jesus  has   never   met   before,   is    approaching  Jesus ,   Jesus  begins  to  tell him about  himself.   Through   some   strange,  inexplicable  and  mysterious  way,   Jesus  already  knows  him.  

So  we   begin  to   wonder,    is  it    possible to  relate   a   simple   occurrence in  Jesus   life    from a    simply   human  perspective?   Or  is   Jesus   whole   life  a   parable  of  sorts,   about   who God  is?.  That  seems  to  be   exactly   what  John  is    doing.   

In  dealing   with   Jesus.      In  speaking   of   Jesus.   In  looking  at   Jesus.   In   touching   Jesus.   We   dare  to  speak  of  what  is   holy.  We dare to  handle  what  is  holy.    What  is   of   God.   So  God  help  us.  (  Geoffrey   Tristram,  SSJE  )

John  is  always   operating  on  two  planes at the  same  time.  If  we   marry  the   symbolism  of   John on the   human  plane  with   our  imagination  it  will  take  us  to  the   divine.   The   human in   Jesus  is  always  a   parable  of  the   divine  The   human is not a   veil  but a   disclosure.

There  goes   Jesus  and  his   disciples  -  men and   women    walking   into a   field  of   grain on a   Sabbath  day.    He  sweeps  his  hand   through  the   stalks  with  their   heads  of  seed   and   his   hand   is   full.    Golden   Brown  Seeds  -   he  lifts  his   overflowing   hand  to his  face  and  scoops  a  tonguefull  into  his  mouth  - sweet-  and   crunchy -  And God   saw   that  it   was   good.  

The  same  group,   with  a    couple  of  new  folks   are  traveling in  Samaria.   They  come  upon a  well    Jacobs   well  and there  is  a  woman  there,  a   Samaritan,   getting  water.  She  is   symbolic   of her   people.  Jesus   knows   about  the   Samaritans.    Jesus  knows  all  about  her,  and  her    five   husbands.  There  is  no   naivete   in   Jesus.    Nothing  is    forgotten.  All is  known   and  what  he  whispers  to  her is   that   all   is    forgiven.   A   new   life  is   available  for  her  to  live  into.  So   do   it.   There  is  another   glimpse  of the   Holy  one.

The   gospel  writer  does   it    again – another    simple  occurance  in  Jesus  life and  it  is   told  to us   from  the   standpoint  of    God.   At  another   time   Jesus  is   in   Jerusalem for one of the   religious   festivals.  There  is a   sick  man  there,  Jesus   heals   him   and  it   happens to be  the    Sabbath.  

And  as  we  might   expect  he is   criticized for   this.  And   Jesus   response,  as   John  writes  it  is  again   symbolic on  the   human   plane and   revealing   on  Divine    plane.   Jesus  talks  about  how   sons  learn  by    watching  their   fathers.  How  many   sons  do   what  their   fathers  do.    He  is  God’s   son  and   God  is   always  at  work  mending   the   brokenness of  our  lives  and  healing  our   wounds and  our   illnesses.    Jesus   is   the    anointed  one  of   God   and   he   is    more   than  that.

Let’s   turn  now  back  to  the   ending  of   this   section  of    John’s   gospel.   John  has   given us  one  final    image.   Jesus  is  saying,  “  Very  truly I tell  you      you   will  see  heaven   opened  and  the  angels  of  God   ascending  and   descending  upon  the   Son  of   Man”.  

The  “Son  of  Man”,   a   designation   Jesus  uses  for   himself,  is  a    human   being,  any    ordinary   human  being.   But in this   instance  a    human  being   on   whom  angels   ascend and   descend.    We are   reminded  of    Jesus   Baptism   when the   heaven  were  torn   open.   And  we  are   reminded  of     Jacob’s   ladder  on   which    Angels   ascended and   descended.   Jacob,   one   who   became    “Israel”  and   gave   that   name  to  all    his   people.   

Jesus   is   somehow   interchangeable  with   all  people  even as  Jacob  was  with  all   Israel.   And  Jesus   is     the    contact  point    for   all  the    messages  that move  from the    divine  to  the    human;   from the  creator  to  the   creature  and  back   again.  

When  you  were   Baptized;   if   you  haven’t  been,  you  can  be,   just  contact  one  of  us.  When  you   were   baptized  you  were   made   one   with   Jesus   the  Christ.   So  there  is    that   within  you,   which    comes   from  God,     that   can   tear  open  any  thing  That  is   in the   way  of  your   being   intimately  connected  to   God.   And  there  is  that  within    you   that  is    even now   receiving   messages  from the     Holy   One  and   sending   responses   back.   

You   don’t  have  to live   in   loneliness  or    isolation.  You  don’t  have to  live  with   guilt.  You  don’t  have to  live a   meaningless   life.    There  was   one    human  being,  who is  more  -    much more -   mysteriously  more -  than   human  -  Divine -   who is  available   to  you   NOW ,    with   gifts   that    will   turn   your    life   inside   out  and  give  to   you  a   joy  in   living     that   nothing  in  this  world   can   possibly   give.  

In  our  life   together   here  we   have   spread  out   before  us  amazing    symbols,   potent,   rich   in   meaning,   Water   for   baptism,  Fire,   Oil   for   anointing,  Bread and  Wine,   an   Empty   Cross, and  a  book   that   brings   the   Word  among   us and  to  us. 

  These   symbols are  full of  life  and    power and  cannot  be    comprehended   with  a   quick  glance  or a    passing    look,  We   need  to   circle  around   them,   gaze at them  with a   sense  of   expectation   and   thrill,  because  we  know  of  their    beauty, and   the  same is   true  of  Jesus  and   we   understand  that  each and   every  one  of   these,  ssymbols,  in a   mysterious  way,   calls  us  to  a  new   and   different   life   than   the  one   we  now  live.    And   God   will   help  us  into  that   newness;   All   we    need  do  is   say  the   Word.    (  James   Koester, SSJE )

Amen
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