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Let us pray: Lord give us the faith to stay in the boat! AMEN.  
This should not be a very difficult sermon to preach.  The moral of the story we just heard from the Gospel is very simple: when winds are blowing hard and the waves are battering your boat around, just stay in the boat! Or I suppose you could also conclude that unless you are Jesus, don’t try walking on the water! Thin ice, no, still not a good idea, just stay in the boat!
So, I suppose I am done preaching for the day!  
However, since you all seem to want more, here it is!     
So, let us begin by examining the Matthean context.  Jesus hears about the beheading of his cousin John and goes into a depression.  He withdraws  from the crowds to a deserted place. He is hard hit by this news. But the people, who are in need of salvation for they have leaders who are quite happy to live under roman subjugation as long as their leadership positions are not threatened, are longing for a savior, someone to rescue them from oppression. These people do not allow Jesus the opportunity to grieve and retreat from God’s plan of salvation.  They follow Jesus and Jesus has compassion for them.  Jesus begins to heal them and they feel so blessed that they don’t want to leave him even when they have been without food the whole day.  Jesus sees that, asks his disciples to feed them and then you know that wonderful miracle of multiplication of loaves and fishes.  
There is a beautiful line in that story that often gets missed in the awe of the miracle, “they took up what was left over of the broken pieces, twelve baskets full”.  Yes, this is a story of Jesus’ own coming to terms with his depression over the loss of his cousin.  
Jesus lost his cousin; people are suffering; and whoever assumes the leadership, the divine ordination to execute God’s salvation, would have to see the fate of John the Baptist; that was the writing on the wall that Jesus saw and which caused him to withdraw to a deserted place.   
So, once he fed the crowds he again spent time in solitude, this time praying to God his father.  One can only imagine the burden.  His cousin the evangelist is dead. People are still suffering. And the leaders are continuing to crawl in bed with the roman authorities.  And Jesus, the messiah, has a large following, but only that of sick, deformed, outcast, and rejected people; none that can exact a worldly change. 
But that is not the most depressing aspect of this story.  In fact, the writing on the wall, that a sincere leader would meet the fate of John the Baptist is also not the most depressing aspect of the entire story.  
The most depressing aspect is the line that we heard today, “You of little faith, why did you doubt?”  Jesus did not doubt God’s plan of salvation.  He knew the writing on the wall. And yes it scared him. It caused him to withdraw and go in seclusion to pray and spend time with his Father.  But, he was not doubting; he was just sad about what he saw all around him.
His greatest grief was that those of his very own twelve followers; the ones who were in his boat; even they had doubts about God’s love for His creation.  Even they did not have faith.  And that hero, the one we all want to be, the one who can dare to walk on the water, even he did not have faith. 
Just imagine Jesus’ state of depression if his very own would question his identity the way Peter does, “Lord, if it is you”.  And feel the pain of Jesus when he extends his hand to save Peter.  A beautiful glimpse into the inherent pain attached to God’s unfailing love for those who doubt him!
Friends, God blesses us each day with so much and the least we can do is understand that pain.  And if we feel that divine pain, because we claim to have our own experience of suffering, then we should be able to appreciate the importance of absolute faith in God’s plan of salvation.  And, if we can appreciate divine suffering that we cause each time we doubt, then we should have faith in Jesus. Then we should also be able to make a commitment to not only stay in the boat of the Christian faith, that is, to have firm undoubting faith in Jesus, at a time when all sorts of winds and waves batter this boat around, but to work hard to turn it into a huge ship that welcomes everyone on board. Sort of that joy of completeness that can never ignore the inherent pain of the process that Matthew so beautifully expresses in his words: “they took up what was left over of the broken pieces, twelve baskets full”.  
But that’s perhaps too idealistic of me to dream. I should perhaps just begin by urging us, in these days of high winds and rowdy waves, “just stay in the boat”!  Amen.      
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