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Let us pray: In the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, AMEN. 
The child is born, so, now what? O yes, we’ve got to give it a name.  Today we remember and celebrate the naming of our savior Jesus the son of Mary and Joseph.  
Naming is a fun thing to do.  I have always had fun naming the businesses I or my family ran. At a very young age, I suggested the name for a women’s group that my mother helped form in Pakistan.  To this day I love that name, “Moheraqeen”.  In English it would mean a group that initiates or causes a movement. Actually my first suggestion was “Fasadi Aurtain”, meaning “rebellious women” but for some reason my mom did not like that name for her group.  I also named our house in Pakistan “Shireen Aghosh” which literally means a “sweet lap or place of rest”, but since my mother’s name is Shireen, it also alluded it to her name, giving it the second meaning of “my mother’s lap”.  
Naming is indeed an interesting process.  When we name something we want one single word or phrase to best describe the essence and purpose of that which is being named.  Of course sometimes you hear a name and think what were they thinking?!  For instance, my name Amjad means the eldest in the family.  Now it so happens that I am the youngest in the family.  What were they thinking.  Well, my parents always defend their decision by saying that it also means the wise one. Well, that’s ambitious alright, but still, what were they thinking?! 
Thankfully Papa Joe and Mama Mary did not have to think.  The name Jesus was not a human choice but a divine choice.  Mary was told by the Angel Gabriel that she was to name this child Jesus.  Jesus is a Greek version of the Hebrew word Joshua.  And we all know who Joshua was and what he did.  But more importantly that the word Joshua or Jesus means, “he saves”.  
So Jesus’ role and purpose was to save; which is where we get into a bit of a difficult situation for our time and day. You see as a result of some truly unfortunate turns and trends over a long period of time we have reached a place theologically, I feel, where salvation, savior, being saved, etc. are concepts that we no longer wish to own. 
I remember in 2008 when I was doing my Clinical Pastoral education with other prospective ministers of a host of other Christian denominations, interestingly all students at Princeton and Yale, I deeply offended them when I proposed to them that I would like to offer a 14 week Christian education  opportunity at my parish in Stonington, Connecticut and invite Christian leaders from all different denominations and even Jewish, Mulsim, Hindu and Buddhist folks to speak from within their own faith traditions on the theme of “Are you saved?”!  Interestingly, even the Baptist along with the Presbyterians and the Lutherans in the room, all found the title offensive.  
And if you have noticed, in the mainline protestant churches today the prevalent theological discourse revolves around the idea that “God loves everyone, no exceptions”.  I, of course do not disagree with the Biblical truth that God so loved the world, the entire world, yes no exceptions, that He gave His only Son. That part I understand fully.  However, the partial use of this Biblical truth, I believe, is rendering most of Christian theology irrelevant.  You see the concept of salvation predicates on the concept of change.  A person at an undesirable disposition, let’s say at point A, moves to a desirable disposition, point B, that at the core is salvation.  Of course we can argue over how it happens.  We can argue what point A and point B look like.  We can argue whether it is a person’s own effort or it is God’s grace.  We can argue whether it is predestined or not.  We can even argue the role of Jesus.  However, essential to any position we may take on the concept of salvation, is to accept that change is key to salvation.  Therefore, I believe, today, when we use the discourse of God’s love as a means to affirm people at point A, we essentially make the change, that is salvation, an irrelevant idea. I, of course, find that deeply troubling.
Jesus’ name means that he saves.  Jesus is our savior.  Jesus is at the very core of that change.  So if we have a hard time talking about salvation, or all that salvation entails, then, I believe, we have a hard time talking about Jesus.  Jesus means he saves. It means he is somehow involved in the process of change.  It means that Jesus is not satisfied with us remaining at point A, whatever that point A may look like.  He is not satisfied affirming us at point A because he saves, he changes people’s lives.  
So, while “Are you saved” may be an offensive question for a variety of good reasons; if the idea of salvation is offensive to us today and we simply wish to affirm everyone at point A, then folks, we have a problem before us.  Because by denying God’s desire for change in us we also deny the sole purpose of God’s incarnation bearing the name Jesus.  
[bookmark: _GoBack]So, at the occasion of remembering the naming of our Lord and Savior Jesus; I plead to you to not deny yourself and others the promise of salvation. I urge you to break from the political correctness of our culture to accept everyone as is; to shun the maxim of “I am ok you are ok” and to embark on God’s mission of seeking positive change in human lives. Yes, For God so loved the world that he gave his only begotten son, that whoever believes in HIM, shall not perish but have eternal life.  Amen.
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