 (
Rev. Amjad Samuel
Easter 5 Year A
Sunday, May 22, 2011
)


Let us pray: 
Heavenly Father let our hearts not be troubled, strengthen our faith in you, O Father, and your son, our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.  
I first thought I should begin today by asking how you felt about being left behind! But then I thought I would be making light of the real theological issue we face: The fear of our individual and collective future.  
Isn’t it amazing that today’s lectionary is all about that fear?! How can one question the fact that the living God we Christians believe in is not actively involved in our history?  Isn’t today’s lection a proof in itself?  At a time when some have decided to know more than Jesus and predict when he is coming, and spreading fear because of that, and causing families to rip apart due to the tension between lack of faith and lack of faith, isn’t it wonderful that our appointed text speaks about “do not let your hearts be troubled, believe in God, believe also in me”?  
This is not the first time I have experienced the living God speaking in clear words to those who wish to listen; and this I am sure is not the last time either.  If we truly believed in God and believed in His son, our savior, Jesus the Christ, we would believe that he clearly said that no one knows the time of his second coming.  
But, I have to say this with a heavy heart, we are no longer a people that put our trust in God.  We put our trust in our own abilities; We have faith in what we think we now know as true; and we go as far as telling God what kind of God we like and what kind of God we do not like.  We ask nonsensical questions like, “How can a good God let bad things happen to good people”?  Of course we assume what is good and what is bad, and therefore we impose on God what is acceptable behavior. We often show absolute certainty on moral issues and lead “justice” struggles and at times, in the process even find it our prerogative to make decisions on ending someone’s life.  All this not because after reading about God’s active life with our faith ancestors we understand how God is active in our life today; but because, we assert that the scriptures are human expressions anchored in some cultural morass that is irrelevant to our enlightened understanding of the world, and the truths of nature, that we have so successfully and flawlessly delineated. Therefore, some of us think it is our prerogative to disown the “truth” of how God has been and still is active in human history, by picking and choosing from the creedal statements what we believe in, while others flat out reject most or all of it.  And, there are also those, who wish to hold on to them, not because they understand what they are or what they mean, but because assuming such a posture helps assert their agenda.
I have often wondered why this is so?  Why is it so hard to believe?  Why is it that when God does a miracle in my life, I try to explain it away in ways that are acceptable socially.  Why it is that everything has to make sense to me and to my audience according to mine / their sensibilities?   Why do I live with this fear of social acceptance?
And then as I think more, I realize that that is not the only fear that I live with.  So much of my life, and our life, is fear driven.  What will I eat? How will I finance this or that?  Is there enough savings in the bank at a time when social security just may not be secure anymore? Who will pay the health related bills?  And even things that may seem mundane, what should I wear?  Would I be out of place if I did or said, this or that?   How would my wife respond!  (yeah you can laugh, but you know what I mean!)  
Fear holds us captive. Christian faith’s greatest contribution to human society is that it takes away fear. It makes it very clear in the simplest way possible, we are all imperfect, we are all sinners, but God’s grace is way more than we can imagine, it is not dependent on who we are, where we are, what we do, what we think, or anything that is homo sapiens centered. It shifts the center of gravity away from us and back to God. And that God, through the resurrection of His son Jesus, demonstrates to us that no amount of evil can overtake the love of God. It also proves to us in the most concrete of ways that fear can no longer captivate us.  There is life that extends much beyond; life cannot be bracketed into the known of earthly living.          
Jesus has risen from the dead and he does sit at the right hand of God the father and will return to judge the living and the dead.  We believe in this not so that we may fear the day of judgment, not so that we may fear heaven and hell; but so that we may live a life that does not conform itself to the world out of its fears but is transformed as it is nourished anew each day with the experience of the living God.  We believe in that so we may have the courage, like Stephen, to forgive those who may stone us to death for our ability to fearlessly reject social trends emerging out of social fears.  
Yes I know it is easier said than done. It is very easy to say that, “do not let your hearts be troubled, Believe in God and believe also in Jesus his son” but extremely hard to do so.  I know how hard it is, because I struggle with it too.  And I have to say, I struggle not because I have not experienced God’s miracles in my life, and certainly not because I do not believe; but because the fear inherent to human condition keeps forcing me to align my life to acceptable social behavior.  
And that is why faith is so hard.  Not because it is somehow not true, but because its truth does not easily align with what a society may accept as “the truth”.  
For this reason, we require spiritual nourishment.  And I will be brave today to say that faith in God begins to waiver when believers think it is no longer their responsibility to nourish each others’ faith with living testimonies of how God is active in our life today.  That is when fear takes over.  That is when soothsayers thrive.  That is when bad news floods our media.  That is when human reason leads societies to self-destruction.  That is when our faith becomes a laughing matter.  
And, in the midst of such a homo sapiens dominated narrative that seeks all good all the time at all cost, God reminds us that God’s promise to his faithful is not the end of suffering, but a life free of the fear of suffering, a life in which like Stephen, we can be filled with the Holy Spirit and gaze at the heavens and partake of the Glory of God the father and his son at his right hand, as we suffer for not aligning with the desires of this world.
[bookmark: _GoBack]May God enable us to nourish each other in this faith of fearless living. Amen.    
1

image1.jpeg
@
ST.%AU LS

EPISCOPAI  CHURCH




