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Let us pray: In the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, AMEN. 
We celebrate today one of the most important truths that the Church affirms and witnesses: Christ is our King.
This Wednesday our Holy Conversation group spoke in joy, with energy, and vitality of the Holy Spirit about the need to witness the good news of Jesus Christ in ways that are relevant to our lives in this day and age.  I absolutely loved the words of a very thoughtful lady, “I am done with learning about how to pray; I am at a point in my life where if someone asked me to come to a session about prayer I don’t think I would like to attend but if someone asked me to pray with them, I would love that.”  When I heard these words I felt the Holy Spirit in the room witnessing to me the hope to which I am called as God’s servant.  Last Wednesday evening was a powerful experience for me.  I went home jumping with joy. I had to tell Mollie all about it.  Tears of joy and excitement accompanied my account of the evening.  
The cause of my excitement was very simple.  I felt I had found a group of people who were no longer interested in investigating their faith through their heads but were excited at the possibility of living their faith through real and relevant action in the here and now; fueled by the warming of their hearts in the encouragement of the community of believers. They were no longer interested in pointless scholarly discussions over the controversies and theologies of the past, these were people who wanted to live in the very present. They wanted to know how God was operative on November 16, 2011 not in the 1400s or the 1200s or the 300s.  They wanted to be witnesses to the Christ that is king today not in some theological conversation from a bygone era.  I thank God for these people.  
It is a great privilege to share space with such people of faith.  I encourage each and everyone of you to consider joining us on Wednesday evenings.  I assure you that you will experience Christ’s reign.  
So what is Christ’s reign?  I know it is very tempting to take the words of the Gospel and preach a sermon that we all wish to hear.  You know the one that divides the world into two halves:  the haves and the have nots; the 1% and the 99%. It is very attractive and comforting to find ourselves in the 99% that is suffering and victims of someone else’s greed.  And it is even more comforting to think that those people out there someplace, are the fat goats that muddle up the waters for us poor sheep.  Because we know that on the judgment day, those fat greedy creatures are going to be damned to eternal fire!  
And then of course we deduce from this Gospel story -- to our benefit -- that in Christ’s reign we will be given eternal life.  So the moral of the story is, we like to think: get involved in service projects, join St. Paul’s mission’s committee, and become good people mindful of other’s needs; just become a good person as per the definition of good handed to us by our society.
In the zeal of social justice – the importance of which I do not wish to understate – we seem to forget some keywords and the context of this Gospel. 
First, the discourse on Jesus’ second coming begins in chapter 24.  From there on through parables and other discourses, the main idea is to stay faithful to the life and work of Jesus for no one knows the hour of his return.  The second main point is to maintain the connection with the person Jesus.  The point of the second coming discourse is not moral teaching or laying out of the parameters of good behavior and bad behavior.  The point is relationship; more specifically, to stay in the family. In todays’s Gospel, the keyword or expression of course is “members of my family” in verse 40 or as it is sometimes translated “my brothers and sisters”. It goes without saying that being part of the family is not dependent on moral behavior, but on belief; particularly the belief in Jesus Christ.  
I often lament the fact that today we have made making people good Christian faith’s objective.  That truly is very saddening.  Christian faith’s goal is not to make anyone a good person.  Yes quote me if you will. That is not what Christian faith intends to do.  Good is an outcome of the faith in Christ not its objective.  And what that good is, is also not subject to our definition. Good is what God decides good to be. 
Also, since we are imperfect, we are never able to experience the fullness of good. Good is beyond us, and therefore as Christians we should not even live with the false belief that we, by the might of our will, intellect, moral disposition, or just physical might, can create a good world.  We cannot, God does. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Furthermore, we should never lose sight of the fact that Jesus was speaking in a context which claimed that good was laid out in black and white in the law, and that, living by the law should guarantee a good eternal life. This is the notion Jesus was challenging then and challenges now. For that reason, I believe, Jesus challenges our belief and confidence in common good, much like he challenged the belief in sacred law.  
This is to say that Jesus is not interested in what kind of morality is best, he simply seeks a relationship.  Such relationship transforms us all and makes us live a life of constant improvement. It is not perfect living, it is a work in progress.  Through the words of the Gospel today we should not think that we have heard the ultimate prescription to the making of a “good society”. Dare I say, no we have not!  
What we have heard, through the Gospel, through the Epistle and the Old testament reading is God’s commitment to be in a relationship with us and a strong value placed on our response to act out our commitment to Him.
And yes that commitment cannot be a great theory from a great scholar about Christ.  It has to be a real concrete action that is lived out in the life here and now, in this world, on November 19th, 2011, and on every day of our lives that says in the most clear ways possible that Christ is relevant today in the most concrete of ways, whether it is reaching out to someone with food, clothing, or as a person helping someone live a sober life, helping someone with addiction, opening our homes to foster children, welcoming migrant workers, helping the victims of rape and physical abuse, comforting a person dying of an incurable disease; the possibilities to witness Christ as our king in this world are limitless.  
That is not the issue, the issue is, are we going to continue to insist that we can do church by teaching people about God, about Christ, about Holy Spirit, about the teaching of the church, about prayer for the purpose of structuring a perfect society, OR are we going to be what being in a relationship with Christ calls us to be?
May God heal us of all good theology and bring us into an ever growing relationship with Him, through Christ our Lord and King.  Amen.   
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