[image: image1.jpg]SAU LS

EPISCOPAI CHURCH



  

Let us pray: In the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, AMEN.  

Beloved, we are God’s children now; what we will be has not yet been revealed.  This is when I appreciate John much more than Paul.  If it was Paul, you would have had a long and convoluted way of saying the same.  Paul would have used expressions like, “to those sanctified in Christ Jesus” to talk to people we today like to call “saints”.  You see the truth is that “saint” is a loaded term.  It implies some kind of sanctification yet it is used for people like you and me who the apostles hold responsible for not fully understanding the Gospel message and therefore in much need for apostolic instruction.  So what makes a person a saint?  Is it a self directed virtuous life or an action of God? This saint thing is complicated.  That is why I like John’s expression, “we are God’s children”.  

One good thing about this expression is that it does not inflate anyone’s ego.  So it helps to keep the saints humble and in their right place!  It also allows for the saints to fully treasure the innocence of childhood. And, as children, it makes room for learning through mistakes and exploration.  The hope that this possibility of growth generates exudes joy and vibrancy.  And since it does not imply finality as the word saint seems to suggest, being a child of God has a future to look forward to.  Yet it is much more liberating to be a child than to be a person on her way to sainthood.  

So, donkey’s famous words, “are we there yet” may be a cause of anxiety for those seeking to live a life of a saint, but for those who are enjoying their childhood, there is extreme freedom and joy.

And if you wish to take issue with my attempts to intelligently make a case for the term “Children of God” over against “saints”, well then let me tell you this, I just like the expression “Children of God”, okay.

Well, there is more to it than that of course!  I love it because Jesus, according to Matthew, says “Makarios are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God”.  I love to be a peacemaker.  It has gotten me into so much trouble every time, but I still love it. I love it because, I believe, we as Christians are given the ministry of reconciliation.  God sent his only Son to reconcile this world. And now we are called to this ministry. And each time that we are able to bring about reconciliation, we become worthy of being called, like Jesus, children of God.  

You see “Saint” for me is a very person focused term; whereas, “children of God” is a relational term that points not to a human person but to God.  

So, inasmuch as I love Paul, today, I like John better!  But there is a problem, we are celebrating the feast of All Saints, not the feast of All children of God! 

It is occasions like these that we need to have the courage to vote for an amendment!   So I move for an amendment!

But seriously, I believe it is much more helpful for us to think about our creedal statement, “I believe in the communion of saints” as a communion that we have access to not on the merit of our moral standing but on the merit of our relationship with God that God has initiated through God’s love for us and not by anything that we may have done or not done.  

Therefore, our being saints is God’s decision, not ours. However, before we are quick to exploit this special status, let us not forget that God’s invitation to experience God’s holiness comes with a call to purify ourselves.  

And that to me is the essence of the sermon on the mount.  You see we are Makarios.  Makarios is a Greek word that means blessed, happy, fortunate, privileged, etc.  So we are blessed, happy, fortunate and privileged because God has made the decision.  We are blessed, not that we will be blessed, but that we ARE blessed. We are blessed in the present, just as we are, poor, mourning, meek, hungry and thirsty, merciful, pure in heart, peacemakers, persecuted,  whoever we are and wherever we are, we are fortunate, because God has made the decision to love us.  It is a privilege to be God’s children.  

And that privilege comes with an offer to respond proportionately.   So because God is Holy, we are to be Holy;  because God is pure, we are to purify ourselves; because God is just, we are to be just; because God is righteous, we are to be righteous; because God’s love abounds, our love needs to abound; because God is truth, we are to be truthful; and because God seeks reconciliation and has made to decision to be in a relationship with us, we have to take on the ministry of reconciliation and that of forming a community around a single table.  

So, we are blessed today.  The invitation to respond proportionately is also for today.  And if can accept this revelation today, then, we will be like Him, for we will be living a life like His. And at such a time, we will see Him as He is, just, pure, righteous, truth and forever loving.  

May we therefore believe, accept and respond to such a communion of All Saints. Amen.  
Rev. Amjad Samuel
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