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FROM THE RECTOR

Musings
Fields Lay Fallow
When a field lies fallow, the soil regains 
nutrients that it has lost through over planting. 
This allows the field to be more fruitful in 
the future. Faithful pastoring extends this 
agricultural truth to our lives. When nothing 
is happening in one area of life, it does not 
necessarily mean nothing is happening. 
Down time does not have to be wasted time. 
Below the surface growth may be starting 
or conditions for growth may be improving. 
Seeds are being planted that may take years, 
even decades, to sprout and flourish. But seeds 
are being planted.

This is hard to hear when one is aching for 
things to happen. When we are unemployed 
or underemployed, without a significant other, 
or, say, rehabilitating an injury, our patience is 
tested and hope wanes. During one such period 
in my life in my early 20’s, I just happened to 
be at a party in Washington D.C., and just 
happened to bump into someone who was an 
alumna from my (small, midwestern) college, 
who just happened to say, when I told her I 
was at an in-between stage in my life, that 
‘fields often lay fallow for a time to bear good fruit 
later on’ before flitting off to talk to someone 
else. 

That brief, accidental meeting I took, almost 
immediately, to have been providential. The 
truth of the saying, I have seen in my own 
life and others. Times of fallowness can create 
empathy for others. We may learn how to 
endure hardship and master our moods so 
circumstances do not dictate our happiness. 
We can gain clarity about what really matters. 

Keeping At It
Prayers in a dry season matter just as much, 
maybe more, than prayers when all is well. In 
fallow times, keeping up a conversation with 
God matters and so do the rhythms of service, 
care for others, worship, and intentionally 
talking with others. Hard times tempt us 
to isolation. Just believing that time is never 
wasted counts, too. Just trusting God, that 
God will not waste time, can lighten the load 
and brighten our spirits. 

Is this romanticizing? I see how some might 
think so. And I have given this charge much 
thought. There can be a natural beauty to a 
bare field. But real scarcity in our lives, doing 
without essential ingredients in life, or nearly 
essential things, brings stress. When we are 
under stress our personalities get bent out of 
shape. I understand that. And yet, again and
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Please Donate Online
We are now accepting contributions online, through our website at www.stpaulsakron.org/give-online,
or by texting Givestp to 73256 to make a secure donation. 

Tuesday Bible Study – Noon, Zoom
Currently working through the Book of Acts via Zoom.
If you would like to take part, email Dane Allphin at 
dane@groupsguy.com and he will include you in on the 
Zoom call.

Devotional Videos
Will be posted weekly on Sunday mornings at 10:00 AM

on our YouTube channel, St. Paul’s Akron

Psalm of the Week
Look for the ‘News & the Good News,’ a devotional thought 
around the Psalm of the Week posted here: 
www.stpaulsakron.org/blog/category/good-news

Sundays: 
Morning Prayer - Church, 8:00 AM   
Morning Prayer - Chapel Courtyard, 9:00 AM   
(weather permitting)
Morning Prayer - Church, 10:00 AM

*This schedule is subject to change. Check website for 
most recent changes as we move through summer.

CURRENT WORSHIP SERVICES

CURRENT ONLINE OFFERINGS

CURRENT RADIO OFFERINGS

Tune in every Sunday at 9:30 AM to ‘Shining Brightly’ on 
WAKR 1590 AM & 93.5 FM. 

again, with Jesus’ teaching in mind, we see that even when 
he was under threat and stress, of the most extreme kind, he 
made a point to say that God the Father could be trusted. 
God could be turned to, for wisdom and strength. Why, 
God has even given us, through others, a long history of wise 
reflection on coping with life’s challenges! Jesus endorsed 
the Psalms and made much use of them, too. So should we.

How Can We Help?
This truth about fallowness is true even if there were not 
a global pandemic. But the illustration does not speak to 
all aspects of the pandemic. The pandemic is a bad, costly 
situation. It is a type of plague. 

Even if (I say now especially to some who have written 
me) the statistics turn out not to be as deadly as the worst 
predictions, this has been a massively costly episode in our 
history, with economic and other losses that will take years 
to overcome and losses of many kinds that will not be made 
up this side of heaven. 

Our congregation is committed to helping as we are able. 
So, I will repeat: call us, email us, send a text message if there 
is a need we can help with. Meanwhile, everyone, stay safe 
and faithful. Remember, Jesus said that our redemption, our 
God, was always near. Always near. So, he said, be strong in 
God “stand up and lift up your heads” (Luke 21:28)

In Christ,
    Mark +

Vestry Nominations
The Vestry Nominating Committee 
is currently accepting nominations for 
the Vestry Class of 2024. Look for the 
nomination forms at the Front Desk. 
Please submit to the Front Desk or church office by 
September 5, 2020. Thank you for prayerfully thinking 
towards the future of St. Paul’s!

Summer Sermons–Roamin’ through Romans
A summer series on key themes in Christianity found
in Romans, a letter that changed 
the world. 

Use this down-time to pick up the 
Bible. See what regular listening to 
the Scriptures can do. Our website 
offers some help. See “How to Read 
The Bible” at www.stpaulsakron.org/blog

Men’s Ministry Event
Friday, August 28 

Details forthcoming 
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Clergy

u  The Rev. Mark Pruitt
     Rector 
u  The Rev. Susan Tiffany
     Associate Rector for Pastoral Care
u  The Rev. Polly Glanville
     Deacon

Staff

u   Johanna Barnowski
     Youth Intern
u  Barbara Brown
     Financial Administrator 
u  Carolyn Chapman
     Pastoral Care Coordinator
u  Kris Drew
     Youth Associate
u  Daniel Fortune
     Organist/Choirmaster 
u  Beth Guenther
     Director, Family Ministries
u  Dale Lower
     Head Sexton 
u  Laureen McGarry
     Graphic Designer/Printer
u  Beth Rice & Kathi Brittain
     Welcome Desk Receptionists
u  Todd Rosenberg
     Director of Development & Planned     
     Giving
u  Carrie Searle
     Executive Assistant to the Rector 
u  David Sparkes
     Assistant Organist/Choirmaster 
u  Gail Wild
     Business Manager/Treasurer  

HEALING SERVICE

A New Year, A New Format For Women’s Retreat
The coronavirus pandemic has impacted every aspect of our life at St. Paul’s, 
including this year’s women’s retreat. We have had to pare down the retreat 
from a weekend event, to a mini-retreat that will be held at St. Paul’s on 
Saturday, Sept. 26 from 9 a.m.-noon. 

We will delve into the fruits of the Spirit, and how those fruits shape us 
to bear good fruit as we mature in Christian discipleship. Speakers, Q&A 
panels, reconnecting with friends, and times for reflection will refocus our 
hearts from the worries of the world and knit us together in community. 

This is a free event, but registration by September 18 is required so we can 
arrange seating to meet physical distancing requirements. Masks will be 
required. If you don’t have one, they’re available at the church.

Call the church office to register, 330-836-9327, or Rev. Susan Tiffany at 
330-730-6748. 

Women’s Book Study Begins in September
We’re all living the American dream, right? Well, 
not all of us. Its central values of affluence, autonomy, 
safety and power elude many Americans. But 
should we really be striving for the Dream? Are its 
values truly compatible with Jesus’ command to love 
our neighbor? D.L. Mayfield’s piercing reflections 
on what it means to be a good neighbor form the 
basis of her book, “The Myth of the American 
Dream,” taking us deep into the teachings of Jesus 
that shape His disciples into good neighbors. Join 
us, beginning Monday, Sept. 14 at 10 a.m. (masks 
required) for this 13 week study. We will meet in the 

Courtyard, weather permitting, otherwise in the choir stalls in the Church. 
Books are available from the publisher at ivpress.com, Christianbook.com, 
or Amazon.com. 

COMMUNITIES FOR WOMEN

COMMUNITY MEAL UPDATE

In this time of Coronavirus, the Community Meals have shifted to Meals-
To-Go. Served ‘to go’ out back at the turnaround from 5:15-6:15 PM. If you 
would like to participate by providing desserts, please contact Beth or Kathi 
at the Front Desk at 330-836-9327.

Look for updates on our responses to Coronavirus
on our website:  www.stpaulsakron.org

The monthly Healing Service restarts on Wednesday, August 5 at 5:30 PM  in 
the Church. Please join us to pray for God’s healing of our lives, of our city, 
and the world. Masks and physical distancing required.
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STEWARDSHIP AND PROPORTIONAL GIVING

Faith In Action
By Wayne Rice, Stewardship Committee Chair 
[Adapted from an article by Fr. James C. Moulketis, a Greek 
Orthodox priest, that appears on the Greek Orthodox Church in 
America’s website.]

The kingdoms of the world are God’s and God’s alone. We 
are merely the caretakers of what we possess. God loves us 
so much that He has appointed us stewards of His earthly 
kingdom, and has granted us the privilege of using that 
which we possess to His honor and glory.

God has charged us with the responsibility not only of 
stewardship over material resources but also of human 
resources. We are stewards, not only of things, but life itself. 
We are stewards of all creation, which is God’s loving gift to 
us. Our call is clear; it comes from the first book of the Old 
Testament where the Lord tells Adam his charge is to till 
and cultivate the earth, to care for and protect all that God 
has blessed him with.

As Christians, we recognize that everything has been given 
to us to manage, to cultivate and protect for God. God gives 
us all that we have and we in turn return it to God as our 
recognition of His love and His sovereignty over our lives. 
This expression of faith is reflected through our actions; 
our faith determines the choices by which we live. And 
stewardship is the key ingredient of that faith. It is easy for 
all of us to say our prayers, to attend worship services and go 
through the motions of what a Christian is all about. But the 
real test comes in how we manage what God has given us.

Stewardship is the working out of our faith through giving 
in order to carry on God’s work. Our actions, our lives, and 
our giving are the most accurate measure of our faith. The 
material things in our lives, our time, our talent and treasures 
speak so clearly about what’s most important for us; they 
mold and shape who we are and how we live – we need to ask 
ourselves do we allow God to enter these areas of our lives? 
Does God impact our thinking in these choices? Christian 
stewardship is faith in action.

The Church in Corinth is an excellent example of 
stewardship as an expression of faith. Its members were in 
extreme poverty; yet they gave even in their dire hardship 
to help the Church in Jerusalem. They did so because God 
was the most important part of their lives and influenced all 
their choices. They choose to give because they trusted God. 
They were moved to action because love guided their choice. 
Stewardship is our commitment to Christ, our conscientious 
choice to support His work and commit ourselves and each 
other and our whole life to Christ as our Lord and Savior. 
Stewardship affords all of us this joyous opportunity to 
reexamine our priorities and values. It’s an opportunity to 
express our thankfulness, to give of ourselves and our means, 
to grow in grace, to break free from the past, and move into a 
new adventure of faith. Stewardship enables us to participate 
more fully in the work God has given each person to do in 
the Church and in the world.

Gratefully,
    Wayne

Not Wasting The Time
Most organizations know the challenge of envisioning new 
ways of doing things in the midst of the everyday functioning. 
The same is true with churches. Even a weekend retreat does 
not seem to be enough time to plan for the future. Before the 
pandemic, we had already launched plans to revitalize the 
Music Program, especially with hopes for young children and 
youth; and we began to reorganize the Missions Committee. 
As the pandemic hit, we were making new plans for our 
Men’s Ministry (which will host an event late in August). 
In the days since then, we have continued to review other 
programs and practices as a good use of our time, while still 
doing what we can do under challenging circumstances. 

All the areas above, and others, are under review (including 
what to do if this partial reopening is the new normal for 
another, say, nine months!). This includes our Youth Ministry. 
Interestingly, in looking at the research from The Fuller 

Youth Institute, which examined 250 churches, we learned 
that these were some of the key qualities of healthy churches 
and youth programs: relational warmth, empathy, a Christ-
centered focus, shared leadership, and teaching about how to 
love our neighbors. 

While we reconfigure areas of ministry, it’s worth pointing 
out that these qualities deserve our embrace and efforts in all 
areas of church life. Praise God, of course, for their presence 
in varying degrees already. And pray to God that each of them 
might increase all across the board. Yes, it’s difficult to “do 
church” right now because of the current disruption. Church 
is about getting together, and getting together is precisely 
the pandemic problem! But we are planning intensely for 
the days when we can come together and working to keep 
alive, as things unfold, all the marks of a healthy, cheerful 
congregation.
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WORTH SHARING

STEPHEN MINISTRY

Still Reaching Out

Life is difficult when normal friendships and activities are 
changed or curtailed entirely. When respite from daily chores 
and worries used to be going to a concert or movie (or other 
activity) and that is no longer an option, stress builds. Finding 
a “new normal” during this pandemic calls for putting our 
heads together. 

Stephen Ministers are still on the job! We are connecting 
by phone, face time, and video. It’s even possible at times 
to meet using socially distanced options outdoors. We are 
committed, compassionate, non-judgmental folks trained to 
listen, support and share God’s love with you. You can have a 
Stephen Minister for as long as it takes to get back on track. 

To find out more call Jan Burns-Nowicki 330-715-8557 or 
Carolyn Chapman 330-604-1094.

We are here to serve you!

Facing the Future Together
We’re living in a time of uncertainty because of the pandemic. 
As Christians, we look forward with hope, but we also know 
that the shape of things to come remains unclear. 

Despite the uncertainty, or maybe at times because of it, 
some of us are turning our attention to planning for the 
future. Whether you are giving to the annual pledge drive or 
putting what you’re able into the collection plate, THANK 
YOU. Please also remember that adding a future gift to your 
current giving lets you make a bigger impact than you ever 
thought possible. Here are some simple ways to extend your 
impact:

•  Retirement Plan beneficiary designation (often as a %)
•  Bank or brokerage accounts
•  Life Insurance beneficiary designation (often as a %)
•  Will or trust

At St. Paul’s, we remain steadfast in our Christian faith. 
When things return to normal, we will still – with your 
support – be a great church, worshipping, living our faith, 
and continuing our Christian ministry into the future.

To learn more about how you can make a difference for
St. Paul’s, please contact Todd Rosenberg at 
trosenberg@stpaulsakron.org or any member of the clergy.

Carolyn Chapman

Stephen
Leaders:

Jan Burns-Nowicki

Carrie SearleSue Hinson Bonnie SevertAngela DimezzaKaren Chadwick Ginnie Gore

Current
Stephen

Ministers:

The Rev. Dave McBee

We currently can connect through: 
Phone…Cell Phone…or Computer!
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FROM THE TREASURER

Summarized here are St. Paul’s operating 
budget results for the calendar year as of 
June 30, 2020.    

Operating Budget Results

through our website at https://www.stpaulsakron.org/give-online, or by tex-
ting Givestp to 73256 to make a secure donation. Direct checking or credit 
card contributions may also be made by calling the Finance Office. And as 
always, we accept payments by mail.

Questions? Contact Treasurer Gail Wild at 330-836-9327 ext. 24, or at 
gwild@stpaulsakron.org, or Financial Administrator Barb Brown at 330-
836-9327 ext. 22, or at bbrown@stpaulsakron.org, for more information. 

As of June 30, total revenue came in greater 
than budget, thanks to non-pledge income 
and prior year pledge income (in the “other 
contributions” category) greater than bud-
get. With the quarterly endowment distri-
bution adding to revenue, and total expenses 
less than budgeted, we realized a net surplus 
for the year to date. 

Thank you to everyone for keeping up with 
your regular contributions, and for catching 
up on prior pledges, more important than 
ever, during this time of uncertainty. For 
the convenience of those who cannot attend 
services, contributions may be made online, 

As of 6/30/20

Pledge Income
Non-Pledge Income
Other Contributions
Transfer from Endowment
All Other Income
Total Revenue
Total Expense
Net Surplus (Deficit)

YTD  YTD                 2020 Annual
Actual  Budget                 Budget
$  279,860 $  279,916 $    590,000
$    48,559 $    36,172 $      91,000 
$    19,024 $      8,472 $    312,550
$  212,745 $  212,625 $    425,250
$     55,180    $     58,555      $    140,000
$   615,368 $  595,740     $ 1,277,800
$   558,464 $  597,143 $ 1,277,800
$     56,904 $    (1,403) $        -0-

FAMILY MINISTRY AND EDUCATION

Church School Notes
Since quarantine started, roughly three months ago, I have 
been sending a link via email to church school families to my 
YouTube channel with the Children’s sermons on Sundays. I 
hope that you have had a chance to check it out. If you are not, 
by chance, on that email list and would like to be added please 
let me know. Send request to bguenther@stpaulsakron.org.
Soon I will be making available a “Mystery Reader” segment 
where different people from our parish will be reading stories 
from our own children’s library upstairs. This might give 
parents a welcome respite, you could use it as a bedtime story 
or for some quiet time in the afternoon. These links will be 
made available the same way the Children’s sermons come. I 
hope that you will take advantage of them.

As of right now, church school is on hold, but that doesn’t 
mean we’re not doing anything. Church school lessons will 
be made available online. Details will follow shortly.

We all need a little encouragement right now. When you 
come to church you can look for some encouragement 
around the church grounds. There will be some painted 
stones with words of encouragement. If you find one, pass it 
along to encourage someone else OR make your own stone 
and leave it somewhere for someone to find. We can be a 
light for others!

The Boy Scouts of America requests that all previous sponsors of Troops publish notice that sexual abuse claims against 
the Boy Scouts of America must be made before November 16, 2020. Information is available at the Front Desk.
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We Give Thanks for All Gifts, and Gifts to…

the Associate Rector’s Discretionary Fund in memory of 
Katie M. Maloney from Mrs. Susan L. Maloney.
the Charles W. and Retta H. Billow Fund in memory of 
Charles & Retta Billow from Ms. Susan S. Kilroy, Mr. 
Dennis McCarter, and Dick & Gindy Smith.
the Bruggert Memorial Organ Fund from Mr. Ron 
Karlosky.
the Choir Fund in memory of Leonora Bee from Mr. & 
Mrs. Roger Edwards, Mr. Daniel Fortune, and Mr. & Mrs. 
Ralph Genetti. 
the Choir Fund in memory of Toni Costa from Mr. & Mrs. 
Roger Edwards.
the Community Meal program in celebration of the 
ordination of The Rev. David L. McBee from Cheryl L. 
Kline.
the Community Meal program in memory of Charles & 
Retta Billow from The Rev. & Mrs. David L. McBee.
the Community Meal program in memory of Mr. Harry
W. Schwab, Jr. from Mr. & Mrs. Karl S. Hay and Mrs.
Jane P. Schwab.
the Community Meal program in honor of Alexandra 
Walker’s Birthday from Ione, Bill, Tod, Alexandra, and 
Nora.
the Community Meal program in honor of Alexandra 
Walker’s Birthday from Mrs. Judith B. Samuelson.
the Community Meal program from Mr. & Mrs. Tony 
Hunt, and Anna M. Kelly.
the Disaster Relief Fund from Ms. Jean F. Jones.
the Endowment Foundation in memory of Leonora Bee 
from Mr. & Mrs. Charles Billow.
the Gardeners of St. Paul’s Fund from Mr. & Mrs. Jeffrey 
Moshier.
the Graves Family Fund from Patricia L. Graves and the 
Graves Family Foundation.
the Memorial Garden in memory of Joyce F. Marting from 
Mr. & Mrs. William Welsh.
the Memorial Garden in memory of John & Edna Peterson 
from Stephen & Sally Peterson.
the Needlework Guild from Mrs. Mary Louise Broggini.
the Quade Scholarship for Choristers Fund for Mr. Bob 
Quade’s 90th Birthday from Cheryl L. Kline.
the Rector’s Discretionary Fund in memory of Mr. Harry 
W. Schwab, Jr. from Mr. & Mrs. Karl S. Hay.
the Rector’s Discretionary Fund for Community Assistance 
from Mrs. Mary Louise Broggini.
the Rector’s Discretionary Fund from Mr. & Mrs. Frank 
Wharton. 

Operating Budget Aid from The Rev. Susan J. Tiffany.
Rogation Sunday from Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Dyser, Dr. & 
Mrs. Gregory Hinson, The Rev. & Mrs. David L. McBee, 
Mrs. Jacqueline Milan, Mr. & Mrs. Timothy Nowicki, and 
The Rev. & Mrs. Mark J. Pruitt.
the Children’s Education program from Elias Vail.

We Give Thanks for Gifts in Memory of…
Leonora Bee from Dr. and Mrs. Sam E. Rajiah.
Charles W. & Retta H. Billow from Mrs. Elizabeth K. 
Eastman, and Ms. Sharon Lane. 
Toni Costa from Mary A. Shepherd.
Sibyl Strickland from Mrs. Elizabeth K. Eastman.

GIFTS AND MEMORIALS

FLOWERS TO THE GLORY OF GOD

Altar arrangements are given each week in honor, support, 
memory, or celebration of someone we love. Many dates are 
available. To reserve altar arrangements, contact Julie 
McFarland at jmcfarland1@neo.rr.com or 330-867-2762.

August & September Altar Flowers 
August 2
In loving memory of Rab Harris; given by Tom and Meg 
Stanton
In loving memory of V. Goodwyn Welsh; given by Mr. and 
Mrs. William Welsh 
August 9
In loving memory of Edward Tognetti; given by Michelle 
and Family 
August 30
In loving memory of Linda Hardy Lewis; given by Mr. and 
Mrs. William Welsh
September 6
In loving memory of a great mother Dorothy Garrett
Martin; given by her son Fred 
In loving memory of LeRoy and Ruth Tunnell; given by 
Elizabeth Parker 
September 20
In loving memory of J. Harvey Graves Sr. with love; given
by his family, Patty, Diney, and Mary
In loving memory of Mindy Crabtree; given by Diane and 
Bill Peabody 
September 27
In loving memory of Alden C. Fisher; given by Elizabeth 
Parker 
In loving memory of Patrick Reymann; given by Nancy
Reymann Gotfredson
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Tue, Aug 4 Weekly Bible Study, Noon, Zoom
  Prayer Meeting, 7:00 PM, Church
Wed, Aug 5  Weekly Community Meals-To-Go! 
  5:15-6:15 PM, Assembly Hall driveway
  Healing Service, 5:30 PM, Church
Sun, Sept 20 Flu Shots, 8:30-11:30 AM, Family Room
Sat, Sept 26  Women’s Retreat, 9:00 AM-Noon, Church
Sun, Sept 27  Blood Pressure Checks, 8:30-11:30 AM,   
  Family Room

Morning Prayer - Church, 8:00 AM   
Morning Prayer - Chapel Courtyard, 9:00 AM   
(weather permitting)
Morning Prayer - Church, 10:00 AM

*This schedule is subject to change. Check website for 
most recent changes as we move through summer.

CURRENT SUNDAY SERVICES W/ SOCIAL
DISTANCING MEASURES IN PLACE

UPCOMING EVENTS




